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Regulations of Cabinet of Ministers No. 821 Riga, 3 October, 2006 (minutes No. 50 46.§)

Procedure of Accreditation of Higher Education Institutions, Colleges And Higher Education Programmes
Issued in accordance with the first part of the paragraph 9, the part 3 of the paragraph 101, 
the seventh part of the paragraph 55 of the Law on Higher Education Institutions and the points 8, 10 and 11of the paragraph 14, the point 5 of the paragraph 15, the paragraph 27 and the third part of the paragraph 33 of the Education law. 
I. General issues
1. The regulations set the procedure, according to which higher education institutions, colleges and first and second level vocational higher education programmes, higher education academic degree programmes, and also doctoral degree education programmes (hereinafter — higher education programmes) implemented by the aforementioned institutions must be accredited.

2. The decision about the accreditation of a higher education institution or college is taken by Higher Education Council. The decision about the accreditation of a higher education programme is taken by Accreditation Commission of Higher Education Programmes (hereinafter — accreditation commission). The decision about the accreditation of a higher education institution or college can be approved on a condition that on the day of decision to be taken no less than 50 % of the higher education programmes implemented at the higher education institution or college are accredited.

3. The decision of the Higher Education Council regarding the accreditation of the higher education institution or college must be approved by the Ministry of Education and Science by issuing the accreditation sheet of the higher education institution or college. The decision of the Accreditation commission about the accreditation of the higher education programme must be approved by the Ministry of Education and Science by issuing the accreditation sheet of the higher education programme.

II. Application for the accreditation of a higher education institution or college
4. To receive the accreditation of a higher education institution or college, the application for the accreditation (hereinafter – application), signed by the rector of the higher education institution or by the director of the college, and documents, listed in the 1st supplement of the present regulations, must be submitted to the Ministry of Education and Science. The aforementioned information must be also submitted in the electronic form. Higher education institutions or college’s self-evaluation report shall be available to any person, and higher education institution or college is obliged to present this report upon request of a person. The senate of the higher education institution or Council of the college, approving the higher education institutions or college’s self-evaluation report determines what part of it shall be published on the higher education institution’s or college’s website. 

5. The application and the documents, mentioned in the Appendix 1 of the present regulations must be submitted in the state language, adding the translation into the English language or other language according to the aim of the higher education institution or college, as agreed with the Higher Education Council.  Documents for the accreditation of a college must be submitted in the state language.

6. An application must contain:
6.1. name of the higher education institution or college; 
6.2. legal address and phone number of the higher education institution or college; 

6.3. registration number of the higher education institution or college in the Register of education institutions; 

6.4. the name, surname and position of the person, who has received authorization of the higher education institution or college to manage the issues related to the accreditation; 
6.5. branches [subsidiaries?] of the higher education institution or college, their addresses and phone numbers.

III. Application for the accreditation of the higher education programme 

7. Within two years from the beginning of the implementation of the higher education programme or no less than seven months before the end of the accreditation period of the higher education programme the higher education institution or college must submit to the Ministry of Education and Science the application for the accreditation of the higher education programme, signed by the rector of the higher education institution or by the director of the college along with the documents listed in Appendix 2 of the present regulations. The aforementioned information must be also submitted in the electronic form. Higher education programme’s self-evaluation report shall be available to any person, and higher education institution or college is obliged to present this report upon request of a person. The senate of the higher education institution or Council of the college, approving the higher education programme’s self-evaluation report determine what part of it shall be published on the higher education institution’s or college’s website.
8. The higher education institution or college must add a comparison of the learning outcomes and corresponding general content, structure and volume with similar accredited higher education programmes of the same level of the higher education institutions or colleges of Latvia to the documents required for the evaluation of the higher education programme, if such higher education programmes are implemented in other higher education institutions or colleges. The comparison must be carried out according to the classification of education in Latvia, taking the higher education programmes from the similar directions.  The higher education institution must also add a comparison of the learning outcomes and corresponding general content, structure and volume with at least two similar same level higher education programmes of the higher education institutions of other European Union states, recognized in the respective states. 
9. An application must contain: 

9.1. name of the higher education programme; 

9.2. code of the higher education programme according to the classification of education in Latvia; 

9.3. time of implementation and volume of the higher education programme; 

9.4. place of implementation of the higher education programme (address of the higher education institution, branch of the higher education institution or the college,  branch of the college), mode [type?] and form; 

9.5. entrance requirements for the higher education programme; 

9.6. degree or qualification, or degree and qualification granted at the graduation; 

9.7. name of the higher education institution or college; 

9.8. the name, surname and position of the person, who authorised by the higher education institution or college manage the issues related to the accreditation. 
10. The application and the documents, listed in the Appendix 2 of the present regulations, must be submitted in the state language, adding the translation into the English language or other language according to the aim of the higher education programme, as agreed with the Accreditation Commission.  Documents for the accreditation of the first level vocational higher education programmes and the repeated accreditation of all other programmes must be submitted in the state language.

IV. Accreditation commission of higher education programmes
11. Minister of Education and Science approves the members of the accreditation commission and appoints its chair, deputy-chair and secretary. The following representatives are included in accreditation commission: 

11.1. a representative of Higher Education Council, Science Council of Latvia, Association of Colleges of Latvia, two representatives of the Rectors’ Council (one representative from state higher education institutions, one representative from private higher education institutions), three representatives of the Ministry of Education and Science; 

11.2. from the Employers’ Confederation of Latvia and from Trilateral Collaboration Sub-council of Vocational Education and Employment - one representative from each; 

11.3. a representative from Association of Students of Latvia.

12. If the content of the higher education programme belongs to a thematic group coinciding with the competence of some ministry, then the chair of the accreditation commission invites to the meeting of the accreditation commission an authorised representative of the respective ministry and experts of the branch delegated by the ministry in the capacity of advisers. 

13. The accreditation commission: 

13.1. reviews the application of a higher education institution or college for accreditation of the higher education institution’s or college’s higher education programme; 

13.2. approves the evaluation commission and its head, mentioned in the point 16 of the present regulations, and the expert, mentioned in the point 47 of the present regulations; 

13.3. takes a decision regarding the accreditation of the higher education programme, based on the evaluation of the quality of the higher education programme performed by the experts and observers, and upon the analysis of the applications by the members of the accreditation commission; 
13.4. takes a decision regarding changes in the accreditation sheet of the higher education programme; 

13.5. passes a decision regarding the annulment of the accreditation upon the request of minister of education and science;
13.6. deals with issues related to the quality and organization of the evaluation of changes.

14. The term of office of the accreditation commission members is four years (excluding the representative of the Latvian Association of Students). The term of office of the representative of the Latvian Association of Students is two years. 
V. Accreditation process 
15. Ministry of Education and Science verifies whether the information required is provided in the application and the respective attached documents on accreditation of the higher education institution or college and their higher education programmes and, if necessary, requests the missing information. The mentioned information must be submitted within 30 days from the date of the respective request.

16. To evaluate the higher education institution or college the Higher education council creates the evaluation commission and approves its members. To evaluate the higher education programme the accreditation commission creates the evaluation commission and approves its members. The evaluation commissions of vocational higher education programmes involve (without the right to vote) representatives of the potential employers of higher education programme graduates in the capacity of observers. These representatives are nominated by the higher education institution or college, with the approval of the employers of the respective field.
17. Ministry of Education and Science organizes the work of the evaluation commission.

18. Evaluation commission shall consist of at least three experts, of which at least one expert shall be from abroad. All experts of the evaluation commission for the evaluation of a college and of the first level vocational higher education programmes can be from Latvia. In case the higher education programme is made available at a branch of a higher education institution or college upon accreditation of the respective higher education programme, its performance at the branch of the higher education institution or college is assessed and reviewed (submitting a report) by at least one expert.

19. At least one observer delegated by Latvian Students’ Union takes part in the work of the evaluation commission (without the right to vote). LSA observer’s candidature is approved by Higher Education Council or accreditation committee along with the general composition of the evaluation commission. Observers delegated by Higher Education Council or accreditation committee also can take part in the work of the evaluation commission (without the right to vote). The candidature of the observer of the Higher Education Council or accreditation committee is approved along with the general composition of the evaluation commission.
20. Using the criteria for the evaluation of a higher education institution, college or higher education programmes listed in the Appendix 3 of the present regulations the evaluation commission evaluates the information submitted by the higher education institution or college and the real situation in the higher education institution or college and, if necessary, requests additional information.

21. Each expert of the evaluation commission submits a report.

22. Evaluation commission prepares a joint report and submits it to Higher Education Council or accreditation commission along with the experts’ reports. 

23. Evaluation commission prepares the joint report, using the following sources of information: 
23.1. self evaluation report of the higher education institution, college or higher education programme; 

23.2. enquiry of students, graduates and employers (real or potential); 

23.3. the information of State Education Quality Service and the observers regarding the performance of the higher education institution or college, in case such is submitted; 

23.4. individual reports of experts; 

23.5. the results of the site visit of experts of the evaluation commission to the higher education institution or college.

(Amended by the regulations No. 643 of MK on 25.06.2009.)

24. Evaluation commission discusses the joint report with the administration, academic staff and representatives of students of the respective higher education institution or college.

25. After the meeting, mentioned in point 24 of the present regulations the evaluation commission submits the final report to the Higher Education Council or accreditation commission.

26. Higher Education Council or accreditation commission studies the information submitted by the higher education institution or college, the  report of the evaluation commission and, if necessary, the real situation in the higher education institution or college.

27. The decision regarding the accreditation of the higher education institution or college is taken by Higher Education Council at the time determined by the Law on Higher Education Institutions. The decision regarding the accreditation of the higher education programme is taken by the accreditation commission at the time determined by the Law on Higher Education Institutions.

28. The accreditation sheet of a higher education programme shall contain the following: 
28.1. name of the higher education institution or college; 

28.2. name and code of the higher education programme according to the classification of education of Latvia; 

28.3. degree or qualification, or degree and qualification; 

28.4. mode and form of the implementation of the higher education programme; 

28.5. place of the implementation of the higher education programme; 

28.6. reference to the decision of the accreditation commission in accordance to which the accreditation sheet is issued; 

28.7. the term of the accreditation of the higher education programme. 
29. Ministry of Education and Science issues the accreditation sheet (Appendix No.  6) for each accredited higher education institution or college. Minister of education and science signs the accreditation sheet. Accreditation sheet shall contain the following: 

29.1. name of the higher education institution or college; 

29.2. legal address of the higher education institution or college; 

29.3. registration number of the higher education institution or college in the state register of the education establishments; 

29.4. list of branches of the higher education institution or college and their addresses; 

29.5. reference to the decision of the accreditation commission in accordance with which the accreditation sheet was issued. 
30. Ministry of Education and Science registers and issues the accreditation sheets. 

31. If evaluation commission, Higher Education Council or accreditation commission discover shortcomings in the activities of the higher education institution or college or in the implementation of the higher education programme, which can be eliminated within the framework of the existing higher education programme, then  accreditation is granted for two years. The higher education programme, which has received accreditation for two years during the validity term of the accreditation sheet has the same rights as the higher education programme having received accreditation for six years. 
32. If Higher Education Council or accreditation commission passes a negative decision regarding the accreditation of the higher education institution, college or higher education programme, the higher education institution or college can submit repeated application for the accreditation no earlier than six months and no later than one year after this negative decision was taken.  If the higher education institution, college or higher education programme once more receives negative decision about the accreditation or if the higher education institution or college does not submit repeated application for the accreditation within one year, then the higher education institution, college or higher education programme is considered as having received a negative decision repeatedly. 
33. The reasons for the negative decision regarding accreditation of a higher education institution, college or higher education programme are listed in the Law on Higher Education Institutions. 

34. Minister of education and science can order extraordinary accreditation of the higher education institution or college according upon the proposal of the Higher Education Council or accreditation commission or to submit a proposal to the accreditation commission regarding the extraordinary accreditation of a higher education programme. 
35. Higher education institution or college receives a written decision of Higher Education Council or accreditation commission. The negative decision of the accreditation commission about the higher education programme and the decision to annul the accreditation of the higher education programme can be disputed within one month from the date the decision has entered into force, by submitting the appropriate appeal to Ministry of Education and Science. The negative decision of the Higher Education Council regarding a higher education institution or college and the decision to annul the accreditation of a higher education institution or college can be disputed in court. 
36. Minister of education and science can annul accreditation of a higher education institution or college or submit to the accreditation commission a proposal to annul the respective accreditation in accordance with the Law on Higher Education Institutions. According to the Law on Higher Education Institutions the following violations shall be considered substantial: 
36.1. changes to the higher education institution or college, or in the implementation of the higher education programme that change essentially the information included in the application for the accreditation according to the point 45 of the present regulations, with the applicant not informing about them the accreditation commission within 30 days; 

36.2. no accredited higher education programme has been implemented in the higher education institution or college within three years; 

36.3. the higher education institution or college implements higher education programmes in place, mode or form not covered in the decision of the accreditation commission and in the accreditation sheet of the higher education programme, with the exception of new licensed higher education programmes; 

36.4. during the implementation of a higher education programme the regulations of education are substantially violated, or in the course of the extraordinary accreditation non-conformity of the studies in master or doctoral higher education programmes with the latest achievements and results of the respective branch of science is established. 

37. The decision about the annulment of the accreditation of a higher education institution, college or higher education programme must be submitted for the publication in the newspaper “Latvijas Vēstnesis” within three working days from the day when the administrative decision becomes final.

VI. Repeated accreditation of a higher education programme
38. Accredited higher education programmes must be submitted for repeated evaluation no less than once every six years.

39. Each academic year the higher education institutions or colleges prepare a self-evaluation report about each accredited study programme. The Senate of the higher education institution or council of the college approves the self-evaluation report for the previous academic year by 15 October of the current academic year. Higher education institutions or colleges submit approved self-evaluation reports to the Ministry of Education and Science on demand of the Ministry of Education and Science or together with the application for accreditation. 
40. If the higher education programme has been accredited for six years and has not undergone changes listed in the point 45 of the present regulations, the higher education institution or college adds all self-evaluation reports, prepared during this period, and indicates, where can other information listed in the III part of the appendix No.  2 of the present regulations be received from. 
41. The accreditation commission can ask the State Education Quality Service to submit a report about the compliance of the higher education programme under investigation with demands of regulations.

(Amended by the regulations No. 643 of MK on 25.06.2009.)

42. The accreditation commission approves an expert who studies the documents submitted by the higher education institution or college, the report of the State Education Quality Service, if such report is submitted, and prepares a written report for the accreditation commission and the higher education institution or college. The higher education institution or college has the right to demand organization of evaluation of the higher education programme according to the procedure described in the chapter V of the present regulations.

(Amended by the regulations No. 643 of MK on 25.06.2009.)

43. Upon review of the expert’s report the accreditation commission takes the decision of either granting the accreditation of the higher education programme for the period of six years or the organization of the evaluation commission for the detailed evaluation of the higher education programme. In the latter case the further accreditation process goes according to the procedure described in the chapter V of the present regulations.

VII. Funding of the accreditation
44. The accreditation expenses of a higher education institution, college or higher education programme are to be covered from the budget of the respective higher education institution or college.

VIII. Changes to the higher education institution, college or higher education programme
45. If the higher education institution or college has undergone essential changes or in case it changes the accredited higher education programme, then within 30 working days from the date of the changes it shall submit to accreditation commission or to the Higher Education Council an application for approval of the respective changes. According to the present regulations the essential changes are as follows: 

45.1. the change of name of the higher education institution or college, reorganization, liquidation or insolvency of the higher education institution or college, or its founder; 

45.2. the change of the title of the higher education programme, the change of the qualification or degree received after graduation; 

45.3. the change of the entrance requirements when starting the studies in the higher education programme; 

45.4. the change of the place, mode and form of the implementation of the higher education programme; 

45.5. the change of duration of the implementation of the higher education programme in excess of 20% from the duration of the higher education programme initially stated in the accreditation application; 

45.6. creation, reorganization or liquidation of branches of the higher education institution or college; 

45.7. changes to the qualification of the elected academic staff of the higher education institution, if those affect staff in excess of  20% from all elected academic staff, or if after the changes less than 50% of academic staff works at the place of election, or if after the changes less than 50% of academic staff have a doctor’s degree. 
46. According to the present regulations the following are the changes which the higher education institution or college must provide information about, but which are not considered essential: 

46.1. change of the legal address of the higher education institution or college; 

46.2. change of the code of the higher education programme, in case of changes to the education classification code in Latvia; 

46.3. change of the person authorised by the higher education institution or college deal with the issues related to the accreditation; 

46.4. creation, re-organization or liquidation of representative units. 

47. Higher Education Council or accreditation commission has the right to approve an expert, who evaluates the essential changes and submits a report to the Higher Education Council or accreditation commission. 
48. Higher Education Council or accreditation commission takes the decision regarding the admissibility of the respective changes. If the decision of the Higher Education Council or accreditation commission is positive, in case of necessity a new accreditation sheet will be issued. If the decision is negative, the higher education institution or college continues implementation of the programme according to the content of the accreditation sheet.  
The negative decision of the accreditation commission can be disputed, during one month after the decision has entered in force, by submitting the appropriate appeal to Ministry of education and science. The negative decision of the Higher Education Council can be disputed in court within one month from the date the decision has entered into force. 

IX. Conclusion
49. The regulations of the Cabinet of Ministers No. 442 from 16 October, 2001 “Accreditation Rules of the Higher Education Institutions and Study Programmes” (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2001, No. 150.) are to be considered null and void. 
50. Ministry of Education and Science confirming the accreditation of the higher education programmes shall issue new accreditation sheets for the higher education programmes. 
51. The process of accreditation of a higher education institution, college or a higher education programme started and has not completed by the day the present regulations enter into force, must be finished according to the regulations No. 442 of the Cabinet of Ministers from 16 October, 2001 “Accreditation Rules of the Higher Education Institutions and Study Programmes” (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2001, No. 150.).

President of Ministers A.Kalvītis 
Minister of education and science B.Rivža 
Appendix 3

to the Cabinet of Ministers

regulations No. 821

from 3 October 2006
Criteria for evaluation of higher education institutions or colleges and higher education programmes

I. Criteria for Evaluation of Higher Education Institutions or Colleges 
1. Aims and tasks of the higher education institution or college, their clarity, attainability, relation to the national tasks, requirements of science, aims and tasks of the academic staff of the higher education institution or college, interests and needs of the students. 

2. Study organisation and management: 

2.1. conditions of studies, recreation andsocial life for all immatriculated students, help and consultations for students, motivation for studies, opportunities to acquire knowledge and skills outside the higher education programmes; 

2.2. student research activities as a part of the study process, student research associations, contests of student research work, awards, prizes, special scholarships; 

2.3. international collaboration, use of exchange programmes and guest lecturers, implementation of exchange programmes of academic staff and students with other higher education institutions or colleges, opportunities for students’ practice in Latvia and anroad. 


3. The academic staff of higher education institutions or colleges: 

3.1. compliance of the qualifications of the higher education institution’s or college’s academic staff with those required by legislative acts; 

3.2. topicality of research work, coordination of research work and collaboration with research institutions in Latvia and abroad, involvement of researchers of the higher education institution or college in the study process. 

4. Management and logistics of higher education institutions’ or colleges’ activities: 

4.1. implementation of higher education institution’s or college’s autonomy and democracy principles, involvement of students in organisation of higher education institution’s or college’s everyday life, internal quality control system of academic staff’s work, the system of election and qualification improvement of higher education institution’s or college’s staff – academic and general; 

4.2. provision of information system, as well as of material means and of qualified service staff compliant with the requirements of implementation of higher education; 

4.3. availability of financial means necessary for performance of higher education institution’s or college’s tasks and implementation of long-term development plans. 

5. Quality assurance: 

5.1. Constant operation of a quality improvement system, regular development and discussion of long-term development plans; 

5.2. perspectives of the higher education institution’s or college’s graduates on the labour market; 

5.3. opportunities for study continuation and financial guaranties, in case of liquidation, reorganisation or other changes to the higher education programme. 
II. Criteria for Evaluation of Higher Education Programmes
6. Aims and tasks of the higher education programme, their clarity, attainability and verifiability. 

7. Study content and organisation: 

7.1. compliance with the Latvian education and professional standards, other normative acts and requirements and recommendations of the European Union; 

7.2. co-ordination of higher education programme and its separate parts with requirements of development of Latvian and European joint education area, including use of comparison with at least two study programmes of European Union member states; 

7.3. academic staff qualification and professionalism. 

8. Teaching and evaluation of knowledge: 

8.1. modern teaching methods, clear account of expected study results, solution of problems, use of computers, multimedia and Internet; 

8.2. help to students, consultations by the teachers, academic management and increase in study motivation; 

8.3. objectivity of knowledge, skills and attitude evaluation methods and their use in improvement of study process. 

9. Study logistics and management: 

9.1. observance of democracy principles in management of the higher education programme, clearly defined relationship between the members of administration, academic staff and students; 

9.2. collaboration with other higher education institutions or colleges, research institutions, international organisations, exchange of academic staff and students with other higher education institutions; 

9.3. provision of methodological, informational and material means for the higher education programme. 


10. research (creative) work of staff and students – involvement of academic staff and students in research (creative) work, topicality of research work and its relation with the content of higher education programme. 


11. Quality assurance and guaranties: 

11.1. annual discussion of positive and negative features, changes, opportunities and plans for development of the higher education programme, internal self-assessment and constant operation of a quality improvement system; 

11.2. successful employment of higher education programme’s graduates according to the speciality acquired; 

11.3. opportunities for study continuation and financial guaranties, in case of liquidation.
Minister of education and science B.Rivža

