Agreements Signed by HEQEC

Rīga, 07 April 1998           IZM reg. No. 1-33-26
Agreement on Collaboration in Accreditation of Higher Education Institutions and study programmes

1. The present agreement is made between: Republic of Latvia Ministry of Education and Science (hereinafter - "The Ministry") represented by the Minister of Education and Science J.Celmiņš representing the Ministry according to its bylaws and the limited liability company non-profit organisation "Augstākās izglītības kvalitātes novērtēšanas centrs", (Higher Education Quality Evaluation Centre; hereinafter - "the Centre") represented by its Chairman of the Board E. Beķeris representing the Centre according to its Statute.

I The Object of the Agreement and its Legal Basis

2. The present agreement is an agreement between The Ministry and the Centre with the aim to achieve efficient, good quality, rational and speedy progress of accreditation process. The legal basis of this Agreement is established by the „Law on Higher Education Institutions” paragraph 9 sections 1 and 2, as well as paragraph 7 of Cabinet of Ministers regulation No. 370 "Rules for Accreditation of Higher Education Institutions" from 23 November 1995.

II Rights, Obligations and Responsibility of the Parties to the Agreement

3. The Ministry undertakes to:

3.1. submit to the Centre data on international information regarding accreditation process of higher education institutions and study programmes at the disposal of the Ministry;

3.2. in case of necessity and upon mutual agreement of the parties provide help to the Centre inviting experts for evaluation of higher education institutions and study programmes and /or in solving organisational issue;

3.3. submit to the Centre the application for accreditation of a higher education institution with the respective appendices within three working days from receipt of the respective higher education institution accreditation application at the Accounting Section of the Ministry’s Administrative Department;

3.4. ensure issuance of higher education institution accreditation sheets;

3.5. ensure receipt of the funding necessary for accreditation of state higher education institutions and their study programmes.

4. The Centre undertakes to:

4.1. submit in good time to Higher Education Council and/or Study Programme Accreditation Commission conclusions on the higher education institutions and/or study programmes to be accredited and thus ensure for Higher Education Council and/or Study Programme Accreditation Commission not less than thirty working days for making the respective decision, five working days for filling in of the accreditation sheet and three working days for signing of the accreditation sheet;
4.2. provide the members of Higher Education Council and Study Programme Accreditation Commission with opportunity to acquaint themselves with the accreditation materials submitted to the Centre;
4.3. fill in the accreditation sheets according to the example accreditation sheets approved by the Ministry;
4.4. perform registration and accounting of accreditation sheets;
4.5. in due time meet the requirements of the Rules of Higher education institution accreditation, perform the selection of experts for evaluation of higher education institutions and study programmes;
4.6. upon the end of the economic year, but not later than 1 March of the next year submit to the Ministry an account for use of state budget funds allocated for the activities of the Centre, as well as upon demand of the Ministry – not later than within two weeks from the receipt of the respective enquiry, the parties agreeing on particular date of account’s submission;
4.7. every month not later than the end of the second week of the respective month submit to the Ministry an account for the sums of money paid to the Centre during the previous month for accreditation of higher education institutions and every other month supplement it with an account on the progress of accreditation;
4.8. in co-ordination with the Ministry develop an accreditation schedule (indicating accreditation deadlines) for every higher education institution and/or study programme, observing the accreditation term stipulated by legislative acts and conditions of the present Agreement, and to submit it to the Minister for approval not later than within two weeks of receipt of application for higher education institution and/or study programme accreditation;
4.9. within five working days of Higher Education Council or Study Programme Accreditation Commission decision, but not later than three working days before the date of issuance of accreditation sheet determined by the Ministry, submit to the Ministry the higher education institution’s accreditation sheet for the Minister’s signature, in case Higher Education Council or Study Programme Accreditation Commission has taken a favourable decision regarding accreditation, and not later than five working days before the date of issuance of accreditation sheet set by the Ministry;
4.10. compensate the damages to higher education institutions in case these damages are caused due to actions or lack of actions of the Centre, as the result of the Centres failure to perform functions set out in the Cabinet of Ministers regulation from 28 November 1995 No. 370 "Rules for Accreditation of Higher Education Institutions" or belated performance thereof independent of the result of the accreditation.
The damages are not compensated from state budget funding allocated to the Centre. For compensation of damages the Centre enters into a contract with an insurance company, including appropriate financial means for paying the insurance premiums in the Centre’s agreements with the higher education institutions.

III Arbitration Procedure

5. The parties attempt to settle all disputes under this Agreement by negotiations. In case no agreement is reached within a month, the dispute is arbitrated by a court observing the procedure stipulated by the legislative acts.
IV Coming into Effect

6. The Agreement is entered into for an unlimited period of time and comes into effect upon signing.
7. The parties to the Agreement are entitled to amend the Agreement or terminate it upon prior written notice.
8. The Agreement becomes null and void in case the Centre loses the national significance of the functions it is entrusted with as the result of amendments to legislation.
9. The present Agreement is made in two copies one of which is for the Ministry of Education and Science, the other – limited liability company non-profit organization "Higher Education Quality Evaluation Centre ".

V Details of the Parties
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