Agreement on observance of standards and guidelines for quality assurance

in European Higher Education Area

Rīga, 19 June 2009
Latvian Rectors' Council, with its legal address Raiņa bulvāris 19, Rīga, represented by its Chairperson Tatjana Volkova, and

Foundation „Higher education quality evaluation centre" (AIKNC), with its legal address Vaļņu iela 2, Rīga, and represented by its Chairman of the Board Juris Dzelme, hereinafter – Centre,

taking into consideration that meeting the requirements of Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area developed by the European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher Education, (ENQA) is of great importance for full-fledged participation of Latvia in development of European Higher Education Area,

taking into consideration that the functional aims of the Foundation „ Higher education quality evaluation centre” as private rights legal entity is to promote improvement of higher education quality, advancing openness of information and ensuring quality evaluation,

taking into consideration that the Rectors' Council of Latvia’s higher education institutions was established as a peer advisory council for co-ordination of co-operation and organisation of joint activities of Latvia’s higher education institutions, enter into the following agreement:

1. The Rectors’ Council and the Centre agree on necessity to achieve the observance of „Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area” in Latvia’s higher education institutions and other institutions, that collaborate in the sphere of higher education.

2. The Rectors’ Council within its capacity and competency shall promote observance of „Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area” in internal quality evaluation processes at Latvia’s higher education institutions.

3.  The Centre shall meet the requirements of „Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area” in its activities.

4. The Agreement comes into effect at the moment of signature by both parties and is concluded for unlimited period of time. Either of the Parties may unilaterally terminate the Agreement upon a written one month advance notice to the other Party. In case differences arise between the Parties regarding performance of the present Agreement these shall be resolved by negotiations.

On behalf of the Rectors’ Council

Tatjana Volkova (Chairperson)

On behalf of the Foundation „Higher education quality evaluation centre”

Juris Dzelme (Chairman of the Board)

