Description of functions of observer – representative of potential employers 
in an evaluation commission

Participation of observer in Evaluation Commission is regulated by the Republic of Latvia Cabinet of Ministers regulation No. 821 "Procedure of accreditation of higher education institutions, colleges and higher education programmes” passed on 3 October 2006. section Nr.16: „16. To evaluate higher education institution or college Higher Education Council creates evaluation commission and confirms its members. To evaluate higher education programme accreditation commission creates evaluation commission and confirms its members. In the evaluation commission for the evaluation of professional higher education programmes accreditation commission confirms as an observer without voting rights representatives of potential employers of the graduates of higher education programmes. The representatives, agreed by employers of the respective branch, must be recommended by higher education institution or college.”


HEQEC recommendation for the observer – representative of potential employers: to evaluate fitness of graduates to the demands of the labor market. Observer may evaluate also cooperation of the administration of the programme with employers. 

Comments, notes about the mistakes and recommendations for improvement observer can submit to the representative of Latvian Confederation of Employers (LDDK) in the Higher Education Programme Accreditation Committee. This is not compulsory for the observer. 

Observer can choose the appropriate time for the task of evaluation according to the recommendations of the organizations of employers, represented by observer.  

Observer confirms his participation in the work of evaluation commission by signing the copy of the agreement „Principles for selection and of activities of observers”, created by HEQEC, Higher Education Programme Accreditation Committee and LSA, during the site visit. The form will be supplied by the head of evaluation commission or by an expert from Latvia. Observer has rights to express his opinion at the final meeting of the evaluation commission at the end of the site visit. 

Observer receives from HEQEC fee (honorarium) for the report, prepared during the work in the evaluation commission. HEQEC covers the necessary travel expenses of observer, if observer submits the documents about the expenses (tickets) not later than three days after the site visit.

LDDK and other organizations can submit proposals for observers for evaluation commissions. HEQEC investigates the proposals. Higher Education Programme Accreditation Committee makes the final decision. Only one observer receives the fee.

To be acquainted with the methodology of evaluation, HEQEC recommends reading:

· the Republic of Latvia Cabinet of Ministers regulation No. 821 "Procedure of accreditation of higher education institutions, colleges and higher education programmes” passed on 3 October 2006; 

· questionnaires created by HEQEC for the evaluation of study programme, higher education institution, branch (available in the home page of HEQEC, section Documents for experts -  http://www.aiknc.lv/en/ekspertiem.php )

