Higher Education Institutions and Study Programmes Evaluation Committee Experts Selection Principles

Approved by the Accreditation Commission on the 30th of April, 1997

1. Latvian Higher Education Institutions are allowed to suggest expert candidates for their own, or other higher education institution evaluation to the Accreditation Commission.

2. Among all experts composing the Evaluation Committee, there shall be at least one expert with previous experience in quality evaluation process organized by his/her own, or foreign state.

3. Acceptable division of duties among the members of Evaluation Committee assumes that the Leader of the Committee takes responsibility for the methodology of the evaluation process, while the experts, who are proficient in the field of study represented by programme being evaluated, take responsibility for the content of the programme. The experts proficient in the field of study for the programme are not required compulsory previous experience in quality evaluation process organized by his/her own, or foreign state. The Leader of the Committee might represent any field of study.

4. Experts, which do not possess the highest scientific degree of his/her own state, might be employed with special reasoning behind the decision.

5. Previous contacts with the Baltic States for the foreign experts of the Evaluation Committee are treated as advantage.

6. According to the "Declaration on Collaboration Plans in Higher Education Quality Evaluation in the Baltic States" signed on the 25th of October, 1995, the experts from Lithuania and Estonia shall acquire a letter of recommendation from the Higher Education Quality Evaluation Institution of their own state. Experts from the other foreign states shall acquire a letter of recommendation from the executive of their Higher Education Institution, Faculty, or the place of employment.

7. Before approving the decision on the Evaluation Committee, the representatives of the Higher Education Institution shall agree with the executives of the Study Programme, or their officially authorized representatives, on their position about the experts in the Board Meeting of the Higher Education Quality Evaluation Center. Higher Education Quality Evaluation Center shall organize the Meeting, announcing the time of the Meeting to all executives of the Study Programmes, or their officially authorized representatives, at least one week beforehand.

8. Representatives of Juridical (Private) Persons Founded Higher Education Institutions are allowed to participate the Board Meetings of Higher Education Quality Evaluation Center, and Meeting of the Accreditation Commission when the issues of evaluation and accreditation are being discussed.
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