Cabinet of Ministers Regulations Nr. 170
Riga, April 23, 2002 (protocol Nr. 17, §12)
Procedure of accreditation of general and professional education programmes, institutions, and examination centres
Compelled according to
Education Law chapter 14 paragraphs 8 and 11,
Chapter 15 paragraphs 5, chapters 27, and chapter 33 paragraph 3,
General Education Law chapter 4 paragraph 1,
Professional Education Law chapter 7 paragraph 7,
Chapter 8 paragraphs 7, and chapter 29 paragraph 4
The regulations define procedure of accreditation of:
1.1. general base education, general secondary education, professional base education, professional education, professional secondary education programmes un second and third professional qualification level professional adult education programmes (further — programmes);
1.2. education institutions, which realize the programmes mentioned in paragraph 1.1. of this regulation, and professional  development or professional qualification education programmes;
2. Programme, education institutions, or centres of examination might be accredited on the basis of application submitted by founder of education institution or examination centre, or ministry, which supervises the education institution or examination centre (further — applicant).
3. Issue of accreditation of programmes, education institutions or centres of examinations is discussed by Commission of General Education Accreditation, Commission of Professional Education Accreditation, or Professional Qualification Sports Education Accreditation (further — Commission) not later than six months after receiving the application, while accreditation of professional adult education programmes and education institutions, which realize professional adult education or professional development programmes,  — not later than three months after receiving the application. The Ministry of Education and Science makes the decision. Education institution has rights to continue realization of submitted programme, and examination centre – centralized realizing of professional qualification examination, if the decision on accreditation of education institution, examination centre, or programme is not made, or accreditation is not rejected giving the underlying reasons.
4. Commission consists of at least five members (three representatives of Ministry of Education and Science and one legally authorized representative of State Education Inspection). Depending on the programme type, commission might include also representatives of other ministry, local authority, employer, professional organization, or sport federation. The Minister of Education and Science approves the commission. The Minister's approved accreditation legal act defines activities of the Commission, expert commission mentioned in chapter 10 of this regulation, components to be evaluated, and procedure of accreditation.
5. Accrediting the quality of programme realization, the commission uses the following criteria:
5.1. programme, and its realization compared to the requirements stated in legal acts;
5.2. realization of theoretical and practical studies;
5.3. methodological and technical means required by programme realization;
5.4. qualification of pedagogues;
5.5. documentation of programme realization.
6. Commission:
6.1. Accrediting education institution, which realizes the programmes mentioned in paragraph 1.1. of this regulation (accrediting after accreditation of its realized programmes, or contemporary to it), assess the quality of education institution work according to the following criteria:
6.1.1. Act and activities of education institution compared to the requirements stated in legal acts;
6.1.2. Methodological and technical means required to organize state examinations in general education subjects, or centralized professional qualification examinations;
6.2. akreditējot izglītības iestādi, kura īsteno profesionālās pilnveides vai profesionālās ievirzes izglītības programmas, novērtē izglītības iestādes darbības kvalitāti pēc šādiem kritērijiem:
6.2.1. Act and activities of education institution compared to the requirements stated in legal acts;
6.2.2. Methodological and technical means;
6.2.3. programmes, and their realization compared to the requirements stated in legal acts.
7. Accrediting examination centres, commission assess quality of its work by the following criteria:
7.1. activities of examination centre compared to those stated in its act, and legal acts regulating granting of professional qualification;
7.2. qualification of employees;
7.3. methodological and technical means required to organize centralized professional qualification examinations for granting the qualification, and preparation of examination takers for completion of theoretical and practical examination tasks.
8. Programme, education institution, or examination centre might be accredited for a time period not longer than six years.
9. Commission:
9.1. disscusses the application of applicant;
9.2. composes the three members expert commission;
9.3. defines the date when the expert commission starts its work;
9.4. submits the proposal for accreditation or accreditation rejection of the programme, institution, or centre to the Ministry of Education and Science based on the report of expert commission, not later than 30 days after the beginning of the accreditation period;
9.5. prepares and hands out the programme accreditation certificate, institution accreditation certificate, or examination centre accreditation certificate, or, if accreditation decision is rejected, the under-reasoned rejection letter all signed by the Minister of Education and Science;
9.6. discusses the rejections of report prepared by expert commission, and, if necessary, compile another expert commission;
9.7. arranges other issues connected with accreditation of programme, education institution, or examination centre.

10. Expert commission consists of ministry, State Education Inspection, local authority, employer, professional organizations, or sport federation legal representatives depending on the programme type, or professional qualification.

11. The head of expert commission for accreditation of programmes of general base education, general secondary education, professional base education, professional education, professional secondary education, or education institutions is the legal representative of State Education Inspection.

12. The executive head of expert commission for accreditation of programmes of local authority general base education, general secondary education institutions, and their realized programmes is the legal representative of the local authority.

13. Expert commission:

13.1. according to the accreditation regulations, assesses the real conditions in the education institution or examination center, and their realized programmes, education, or examination process;;

13.2. prepares the report on accreditation or accreditation rejection of the education institution or examination center, and make the report available to the head of the center or institution, and submits the report to the commission.

