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ACCREDITATION REGULATIONS FOR HIGHER EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENTS





Issued in accordance


with Article 9 of Law on 


Higher Educational Establishments


and Article 9 of  Transition Regulations





I.  Terms Applied in the Regulations





Study programme - a programme which embraces all the requirements for obtaining an academic degree, degree in research or professional qualifications for higher education.





Accreditation of a study programme - quality assessment of a study programme which results in awarding the study programme with the status of a nationally recognised study programme.





II  General Issues





1.  These regulations stipulate the procedure for the accreditation of a higher educational establishment founded by the state or a legal entity (hereinafter - "applicant") and for awarding of accreditation documents (hereinafter - "list of accreditation") for the activity of higher educational establishments recognised by the state.





2.  The accreditation of higher educational establishments shall involve assessment of the study programme and of the academic staff and the basis for studies.





3.  On receiving positive evaluation and on condition that the stipulations of the Law on Higher Educational Establishments are met, the applicant shall have the right to award nationally recognised documents certifying that higher education has been obtained.





4.  Before accreditation a higher educational establishment founded by a legal entity shall receive a licence from the Minister of Education and Science.  A higher educational establishment shall be nominated for accreditation within two years from the date of receipt of the licence.





5.  The sequence for accreditation of national higher educational establishments and their study programmes shall be according to a suggestion from the Minister of Education and Science.





6.  The decision on accreditation of a higher educational establishment shall be adopted by the Council of Higher Education and approved by the Minister of Education and Science.





7.  The evaluation of a higher educational establishment and of the study programmes necessary for its accreditation in accordance with the Law on Higher Educational Establishments shall be organised  by the Ministry of Education and Science which shall procure independent expertise for the higher educational establishment, organise self-assessment of the higher educational establishment and summarise the information required for the accreditation of the higher educational establishment.





III.  Application by a Higher Educational Establishment








8.  The applicant shall submit an application of a certain form asking for a list of accreditation (hereinafter - "a ppliccation") and documents listed in the Article 11 of these regulations in the Chancery of the Ministry of Education and Science.





9.  The application and other necessary documentation shall be submitted in the state language together with their translation into English or in another language acceptable for organisation of foreign expertise on condition that respective permission has been granted by the Ministry of Education and Science.





10.   The application shall contain:


10.1.  the title of the applicant;


10.2. the major kind of activity which has been stated in the constitution, the statute and the registration certificate of the applicant;


10.3.  the kind of activity (it has to be indicated if the main kind of activity of the applicant is not the operation of a higher educational establishment);


10.4.  the date when the applicant' s constitution has been adopted;


10.5. the legal address of the applicant (with indication of the postal address, telephone number and bank account number);


10.6.  the name, surname and the position of the person which has received the rights of signature.





11.  The following documents shall be enclosed with the application:


11.1.  copies of foundation documents - the statute of a legal entity, the registration certificate issued by the Register of Enterprises and a copy of the legal act by the Cabinet of Ministers on the foundation of a state higher educational establishment;


11.2. a copy of the constitution of the applicant;


11.3.  a certificate from the State Revenue Service about the applicant's registration as a taxpayer and full settlement of accounts with the state budget;


11.4.  the power of attorney issued to a natural person which would grant it the right to implement the activities connected with receipt of the accreditation list;


11.5.  for a higher educational establishment founded by a legal entity - a certificate from the local authority stating that it is permitted for the higher educational establishment to operate on its administrative territory;


11.6.  a licence entitling a higher educational establishment to embark on the implementation of the study programmes for the implementation of which the list of accreditation has been requested as well as a resolution of the collegial administration of the staff of the higher educational establishment and of an executive authority regarding the start of implementation of the study programme;


11.7.  proof to the effect that in case of elimination of a specific study programme the applicant will be financially capable to guarantee the students to proceed with their education in another study programme or another higher educational establishment;


11.8.  documents which reflect the state of the study base of the applicant, the body of academic staff and the specific study programmes;


11.9.1.  self-assessment by the higher educational establishment with clear formulation of the goals and the objectives of the higher educational establishment;


11.9.2.  the ways for achieving the objectives of the higher educational establishment;


11.10.  a plan of activities of the higher educational establishment containing:


11.10.1.  a long term development plan containing information about planned structural changes in the higher educational establishment, development possibilities, the amount of financing, its basis and sources as well as analysis of the effects of internal and external factors of the higher educational establishment on its activity (the higher educational establishment shall envisage the establishment of a well organised system for planning and self-assessment);


11.10.2.  an assessment of the planned activity (in more detail - on the closer years of activity);


11.10.3.  an accreditation plan for the study programme;


11.10.4.  research in the development possibilities of the higher educational establishment and justification;


11.10.5.  development plan of the resources and facilities of the higher educational establishment and of its information base;


11.10.6.  labour market prospectives for graduates of the higher educational establishment;


11.11.  documents which would prove that the academic life of the higher educational establishment is managed according to the demands of the Law on Higher Educational Establishments and other laws.;


11.11.1.  documents on the administrative structure, documents on the internal control of quality of studies, criteria for matriculation of students, etc.;


11.11.2.  rules of internal discipline;


11.12.  information about the higher programmes of professional or academic studies in accordance with Section V of these regulations;


11.13.  documents which would certify that the academic staff of the higher educational establishment are qualified and meet the requirements set by legal acts;


11.13.1.  a list of the academic staff, their research degrees and academic titles;


11.13.2.  documents which certify that at least 30 per cent of the work in the planned programmes of studies (50 per cent of the work at universities) is carried out by academic staff with the degree of doctor or habilitated doctor in the respective branch of research;


11.13.3.  documents which certify the existence of all necessary academic staff in order to procure all the courses of lectures, seminars, practical courses and other teaching and research activities of each of the envisaged study programmes;


11.13.4.  documents which certify that at least 50 per cent of the work is carried out by academic staff for which the higher educational establishment is the primary place of employment;


11.13.5.  the liabilities of the applicant to provide the academic staff with possibilities to raise their qualifications and rates of remuneration which are not below the rates of remuneration appointed by the Cabinet of Ministers;


11.13.6.  the research biographies of the academic staff (together with a list of the most important recent research publications);


11.13.7.  regulations for employment remuneration;


11.13.8.  annual surveys of activities with an indication as to in which study programme and what teaching and research activities are carried out by each of members of academic staff;


11.13.9.  documents on the internal control system of quality of the work of the academic staff;


11.14.  information about the study and information basis of the higher educational establishment;


11.14.1.  information about research and study literature which would correspond the demands of implementation of higher education, on laboratories and auditoriums with the necessary equipment and the material and technical procurement;


11.14.2.  information about the availability of resources of qualified support staff;


11.14.3.  information about information systems and the possibilities of exchange of information over national and international information networks;


11.15.  information about conditions for studies, recreation and acommodation which would provide all the candidates of studies with an equal system of matriculation, about the system of tuition fees and about the financial assistance rendered by the higher educational establishment:


11.15.1.  documents regulating the relationships between students and the higher educational establishment;


11.15.2.  documents appointing the status of students' organizations;


11.15.3.  an assessment of the procurement of studies and social procurement for students given by the administration of the higher educational establishment;


11.15.4.  study opportunities and conditions for foreigners;


11.16.  information on the material basis of the higher educational establishment;


11.16.1.  documents on the material basis (auditoriums, laboratories, facilities for recreation and sports, halls of residence, refectories) which are necessary for the implementation of the tasks of the higher educational establishment;


11.16.2.  copies of agreements concluded with enterprises and establishments regarding practice within the process of studies;


11.16.3.  information about the equipment necessary for the safety of the study work and the research work of the academic staff;


11.16.4.  information about the presence of such study laboratories which would give the students the possibility to master contemporary technologies of work;


11.17.  information about the finances of the higher educational establishment:


11.17.1.  proof about the existance of financial means required to fulfill the objectives of the higher educational establishment and the implementation of its long term objectivesd;


11.17.2.  an estimate of the expenses within the main state budget, the estimate of revenues and expenditures within the special budget, the estimate of the revenues and expenditures of higher educational establishments founded by legal entities, programmes of financing and annual reports.





IV  Accreditation Commission of Study Programmes





12.Study programmes are assessed by an accreditation commission formed by the Minister of Education and Science (hereinafter "Accreditation Commission") in the membership of which the following are included in equal proportions:


12.1. Delegated representatives of Latvian higher educational establishments, research establishments and those from Ministry of Education and Science;


12.2.  Delegated representatives from the Academy of Sciences, Council of Creative Unions, Association of Latvian Leaders of Education, Latvian Association of Doctors, Chamber of Trade and Industry and of other public organizations as well as delegated representatives of professional associations and of branches correlating to the profile of the respective higher educational establishment.





13.  Delegated representatives of ministries are delegated to the Accreditation Commission by a directive from the respective minister, but delegated representatives of higher educational establishments, research establishments, public organizations and professional associations - by decisions of elected bodies of the respective organizations.





14.  Accreditation commissions:


14.1.  shall examine the application submitted by the applicant;


14.2.  shall examine to what an extent the documents submitted by the applicant comply with laws and other legal acts;


14.3.  shall assess the quality of study programmes and, if necessary, organize its assessment with the help of other institutions;


14.4.  shall look at the issue of accreditation of study programmes or cancellation of study programmes;


14.5.  shall register the enclosure of the accreditation list;


14.6.  shall assess the activities of the higher educational establishment to be accredited;


14.7.  shall give information as to which higher educational establishments have been issued with accreditation lists.





15.  The accreditation commission shall organize its meetings not less often than once in two months.





16.  The accreditation commission shall assess study programmes with account of the stipulations of the Law on Higher Educational Establishments and these regulations and submit to the Minister of Education and Science the resolution regarding accreditation of the study programme or a motivated refusal  to accredit the study programme.





V  Demands for Assessment of Study Programmes





17. Evaluation of a study programme requires information on the content of the programme and its evaluation from the point of view of international recognition (compliance with EU standards in the respective field of studies and information as to whether a higher education certificate in the respective branch of studies can be claimed to be recognized internationally) as well as a comparison with similar study programmes in state higher education establishments in Latvia.





18.  Study programmes, tests and examinations within their framework as well as documents issued by the higher educational establishment certifying an academic or research degree or professional qualifications shall comply with the regulatory standards of the European Union.





19.  The following shall be submitted for assessment (enclosing a comparison with at least two nationally recognised higher educational establishments of European Union member states chosen by the higher educational establishment which wishes to be accredited):


19.1.  study programmes and the description of the courses of lectures, practical courses, seminars, etc. within their framework;


19.2.  advertising and information editions about study possibilities;


19.3.  information on the length of studies and the scope of the taught subjects;


19.4.  proportions between general subjects of academic education, basic subjects for professional qualifications and optional subjects in per cent;


19.5.  comparison of the periods of time allotted for working on a graduation paper, a paper to obtain qualifications, master's thesis and doctor's thesis;


19.6.  assessment of the prospects of the study programme in the context of Latvia's national interests.  Criteria for assessment:


19.6.1.  whether it is rational to educate specialists who are trained according to a certain study programme in Latvia


19.6.2.  the number of specialists to complete their education in a certain speciality in a year's time within the framework of the study programme and the evaluation of the figure from the point of interests of Latvia's national economy;


19.7.  a study programme development plan which shall include:


19.7.1.  a plan for long term development containing information on the planned changes, their assessment, possibilities for development, basis and sources of financing;


19.7.2.  an accreditation plan of a study programme which would contain the obligations of the applicant to regularly - not less often than once in six years and no later than in two years' time since a study programme has been introduced - carry out the self-evaluation reguired for the accreditation of a study programme;


19.7.3.  a plan for the development of the information basis and the basis of resources and facilities for implementation of the study programme;


19.7.4.  assessment of the competitiveness of the graduates of a study programme in the labour market of Latvia;


19.8.  information on the material procurement of the study programme, the sources of its financing, the tuition fees, the possibilities to receive various loans, allowances and scholarships;


19.9.  the information on the methodological provision of a study programme and its provision with resources and facilities;


19.10.  documents on the management of a study programme which would ensure its efficient operation, testify that principles of democracy are observed in the administration of the implementation of the study programme and clearly determine the mutual relations of representatives of the administration, academic staff and of students;


19.11.  information on the qualifications and professional qualities of the academic staff;


19.11.1.  a list of the academic staff, their research biographies (curriculum vitae);


19.11.2.  documents which would certify that courses of lectures within the programme of studies would be read by doctors or habilitated doctors (in exceptional cases masters or persons with a degree equivalent to master's).  Should foreign academic staff participate in the implementation of study programmes (with the exception of cases when foreign academic staff give up to three separate lectures as guests) it shall be verified if their academic qualifications are acknowledged in any of European countries or developed countries in the world;


19.12.  documents which reflect the level of research linked with the study programme (work carried out at any given moment and the planned activities).  The research carried out by those for whom the educational establishment is the place of primary occupation shall be examined first.  The criteria for the level of research shall be:


19.12.1.  publication of their results in internationally quoted publications in Latvia or abroad;


19.12.2.  completion of doctor's or master's thesis;


19.12.3.  for applied research - patents of works or their implementation into production and use in business activities;


19.12.4. involvement of research financed by the Latvian Board of Science;


19.12.5.  list of monographies published as a result of research;


19.12.6.  results of international expertise organised by the Latvian Board of Science;


19.12.7.  participation in international research projects;


19.13.  information on cooperation of structural units of the higher educational establishment for the implementation of separate parts of the study programme (ie, to make sure if different separate courses do not overlap, how good a basis they are for mastering of further courses, etc.);


19.14.  information on the system for assessing knowledge in examinations and other tests;


19.15.  information about the organisation of practice, laboratory works, qualification projects, thesis, etc.


19.16.  information about choice for each student to obtain academic education in each of such blocks (their total amount must not be less than 20 per cent from the total volume of the study programme):


19.16.1.  education in arts;


19.16.2.  social sciences;


19.16.3.  natural and technical sciences;


19.17.  information on possibilities for students:


19.17.1.  to improve their skills and knowledge of the Latvian language and at least two foreign languages;


19.17.2.  to be engaged in physical education, sports and health improvement;


19.17.3.  to master the basic skills in the work with computers.





VI  Procedure of  Accreditation





20.  The accreditation of a higher edcuational establishment or a study programme shall take place no later than in six months from the moment of receiving the application.





21.  The Minister of Education and Science or an authorised official may give a motivated instruction to prolong the time period for examination of an accreditation application within six months from the moment of receiving the application, but for a time period not exceeding six months.





22.  If after the end of the time period for examination of the application there is no resolution adopted regarding issuing a list of accreditation or the accreditation of a study programme, the higher educational establishment shall have the right to proceed with the implementation of the announced study programme.





23.  Should it be found that the submitted documents do not contain enough information to allow for objective decision making on the issue or should accounts with the state budget fail to be settled, the Accreditation Commission shall forward a notice to that effect, demanding the necessary information, to the applicant no later than in three days since its meeting.





24.  Should the applicant fail to submit the necessary information in 10 days time from the moment of receipt of the notice mentioned in Article 23 of these regulations, the application shall not be examined and shall be forwarded back to the applicant.





25.  The time from the day of forwarding the notice mentioned in Article 23 of these regulations up to the day of receipt of supplementary information shall not be counted in the time period for examination of the application.





26.  A repeated application can only be made after the shortcomings listed in the announcement of Article 23 have been made away with.





27.  The process of evaluation of a higher educational establishment or of a study programme shall have two degrees - self-assessment and foreign expertise.





28.  In order to assess a specific higher educational establishment and study programme the Ministry of Education and Science in accordance with recommendations of the Council of Higher Education, the Council of Rectors and the Board of Science of Latvia as well as in compliance with the requirements of the European Union and in accordance with the recommendations of the respective institutions of the European Union shall form an Evaluation Commission with involvement of Latvian and foreign experts.





29.  Evaluation committees shall be made up by no more than one expert from Latvia and by at least two experts from Estonia, Lithuania or another foreign country.  On request of the Ministery of Education and Science the Estonian and Lithuanian experts shall be recommended by those bodies in the respective country whose compentence it is to assess the quality of higher education.





30.  Members invited and confirmed in the status of observers by the Council of Higher Education and Accreditation Commission may also take part in the work of the Evaluation Commission without the right to vote.





31.  The Evaluation Commission shall assess the materials submitted by a higher educational establishment and the actual situation in the higher educational establishment and, if necessary, require supplementary information according to the procedure laid out by Article 23 of these regulations.





32.  The experts of the Evaluation Commission shall submit their independent conclusions to the Evaluation Commission.





33.  Evaluation Commissions shall prepare the joint conclusion and submit it to the Council of Higher Education or to the Accreditation Commission together with the independent experts' conclusions.





34.  The joint conclusion shall be prepared by the Evaluation Commission drawing from the following sources:


34.1.  self-evaluation of the higher educational establishment and of study programmes;


34.2.  results of a survey of opinions from students, graduates and the employers (actual or possible) of the specialists prepared by the higher educational establishment;


34.3.  the submitted experts' conclusions;


34.4.  a description of the results of a visit paid by experts of the Evaluation commission to the higher educational establishment;


34.5.  if necessary - supplementary information.





35.  The joint conslusion prepared by the Evaluation Commission shall be discussed at an open conference to which all the interested parties shall be invited.





36.  Afther the conference mentioned by Article 35 of these regulations the Evaluation Commission shall draw the final conclusion and submit it to respectively either the Council of Higher Education or to the Accreditation Commission.





37.  The Accreditation Commission or the Council of Higher Education shall familiarise itself with the materials submitted by the higher educational establishment, the conclusion prepared by the Evaluation Commission and, if necessary, the actual situation in the higher educational establishment.





38.  A decision about the accreditation of a higher educational establishment or about a motivated refusal to issue a list of accreditation shall be adopted by the Council of Higher Education in accordance with the Law on Higher Educational Establishments.





39.  A decision about the accreditation of a study programme or about a motivated refusal to accredit a study programme shall be adopted by the Accreditation Commission in an open meeting.





40.  Meeting of Accreditation Commission shall be announced by the chairman of the commission.





41.  The resolution of the accreditation commission shall be recorded in the minutes.  It will be signed by the chairman of the commission and by all the members of the commission participating in the respective meeting.





42.  Resolution of Accreditation Commission shall be adopted by simple majority of votes.  In a situation with an equal number of votes for and against, the vote of the chairman of the commission shall be the decisive one.





43.  The resolution of the Accreditation Commission will be a separate document signed by all the members of the commission who had voted for.





44.  Should a member of the Accreditation Commission disagree with the resolution of the commission, his opinion shall be enclosed with the resolution in the form of a separate report and submitted to the Minister of Education and Sciense with the minutes of the respective meeting.





45.  The Council of Higher Education or the Accreditation commission shall formulate its conclusion in writing on the basis of the resolution of the Evaluation Commission.





46.  If when assessing a higher educational establishment the Council of Higher Education should find that the higher educational establisment meets the standards for an educational establishment for higher professional or academic education and the Accreditation Commission has given positive evaluation to at least one of the study programmes of the higher educational establishment, the Council of Higher Education and the Accreditation Commission shall submit a list of accreditation with enclosures to the Minister of Education and Science for approval.





47.  The enclosure to the list of accreditation shall contain a list of the study programmes by implementation of which the higher educational establishment is entitled to issue graduation certificates recognised by the state or to award academic degrees regarding mastering of these study programmes.





48.  The enclosure to the list of accreditation shall be approveded by the Minister of Education and Science or by an authorised official.  The approval of the enclosure to the list of accreditation shall be in discussion with the minister or state minister for the respective branch, should at least one member of the Accreditation Commission demand so.





49.  The approved list of accreditation shall be issued by the Minister of Education and Science.





50.  After receipt of the list of accreditation and confirmation of the satversme and the rector of a higher educational establishment in accordance with the procedure envisaged by the Law on Higher Educational Establishments the higher educational establishment shall be entitled to issue graduation certificates recognised by the state.





51.  Should substantial shortcomings be found in the process of assessment of a higher educational establishment, the higher educational establishment shall be temporarily accredited for two years.  Subsequently a second accreditation shall be performed which can not end in a temporary accreditation.  Within the period of validity of the list of accreditation a temporarily accredited higher educational establishment shall have all the rights pertinent to accredited higher educational establishments.





52.  Should the Council of Higher Education and the Accreditation Commission give a negative assessment of a higher educational establishment as well as all the study programmes thereof, it shall be denied accreditation.  In such cases higher educational establishments may submit repeated applications no sooner than in six months time.





53.  The following shall qualify as reasons for refusal:


53.1.  the submitted documents do not comply with requirements of laws and other legal acts;


53.2.  the qualifications of the academic staff are not sufficient;


53.3.  the premises are not up to standards advanced for higher educational establishments;


53.4.  the higher educational establishment does not make available study laboratories which would allow the students to master contemporary technologies of work;


53.5.  the higher educational establishment or study programmes fail to comply with other requirements set up by these regulations.





54.  In case of a repeated negative evaluation the accreditation refusal shall be final and the Council of Higher Education or the Accreditation Commission shall submit a recommendation to the Minister of Education and Science to either reorganise or liquidate the respective higher educational establishment.





55.  All the study programmes which have been evaluated positively shall be listed in the enclosure to the list of accreditation and repeatedly reviewed not less often than once in six years.





56.  Should substantial drawbacks be found in the process of assessment of study programmes, the study programme shall be temporarily accredited for a time period of two years.  Second accreditation which can not be temporary shall follow.  Within the period of validity of the list of accreditation a temporarily accredited study programme shall be pertinent of all the rights of accredited study programmes.





57.  Amendments to the enclosure of the list of accreditation shall be made on the basis of resolutions of the Accreditation commission as to the accreditation of study programmes or cancellation of study programmes and approved by the Minister of Education and Science or by an authorised representative.





58.  Lists of accreditation with enclosures or resolutions by the Council of Higher Education or the Accreditation Commission to refuse to issue a list of accreditation with an enclosure or to refuse to accredit a study programme or to cancel a list of accreditation or the accreditation for a study programme shall be made in three copies.  The first copy shall be handed to the applicant, the other kept in the Chancery of the Ministry of Education and Science (with the applicant's file) and the third - in the State Inspectorate of Education.





	VII.  Financing of Accreditation





59.  Methods for cost calculation of the evaluation necessary for accreditation of any higher educational establishment and study programmes and the estaimates of services shall be approved by the Minister of Education and Science after discussions with the Ministry of Finance and the Council of Rectors.





60.  In each case of evaluation the necessary estimate for the assessment of higher educational establishments or study programmes shall be prepared jointly by the Ministry of Education and Science and by the respective higher educational establishment but examined and approved by the Minister of Education and Science.





61.  Prior to the beginning of the work of the Evaluation commission the applicant shall submit to the Evaluation commission a document which would certify that the expenses related to assessment have been paid.





62.  The state accreditation expenses shall be covered from the budget resources approved for the respective state higher educational establishment.





	VIII  Conclusive Regulations





63.  The Ministery of Education and Science may appoint a different time for the accreditation of a higher educational establishment or a study programme but no sooner than two years after the previous accreditation.





64.  The council of Higher Education shall have the right to demand a repeated accreditation of a higher educational establishment but no sooner than two years after the previous accreditation.





65.  The resouolution of the Council of Higher Education or the Accreditation Commission to refuse to issue a list of accreditation with an enclosure or to accredit a study programme  or to cancel a list of accreditation or the accreditation of a study programme can be appealed by the applicant according to the procedure stipulated by the law within a month's time.





66.  The Minister of Education and Science shall cancel a list of accreditation or accreditation for a study programme:


66.1.  if the submitted information is not true;


66.2.  if the regulations of the list of accreditation have been violated;


66.3.  if the applicant has changed the nature of the submitted information and has failed to report these changes respectively to the Council of Higher Education or the Accreditation Commission within 10 days;


66.4.  in cases which are envisaged by the law "On Halting the Activities of Enterprises, Organizations and Establishments" (Latvijas Republikas Augstakas Padomes un Valdibas Zinotajs, 1992, 6/7 issue, 1993, 20/21 issue, Latvijas Vestnesis, 1994, issue 151, 1995, issues 36 and 156.)





67.  The results of accreditation and the reasons for cancellation of the list of accreditation or accreditation for a study programme are published in the newspapers "Latvijas Vestnesis" and "Izglitiba un Kultura"





Prime Minister						M. Gailis





Minister of Education and Science		J. Gaigals
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AN AMENDMENT TO THE ACCREDITATION REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY THE


CABINET OF MINISTRES ON NOV.28, 1995





July 2, 1996


Riga








 To reformulate the Clause 7 as follows:





7. The assessment of study programmes and higher education institutions, necessary for their accreditation, is to be carried out by the limited non-profit society "Higher Education Quality Evaluation Centre (abbreviated in the text as "the Centre") that provides consultations and ensures evaluation of higher education institutions, arranges the external peer reviews and sums up the information necessary for accreditation of higher education institutions or study programmes.





