The joint final report

Evaluated higher education institution and study programme: Latvian Cristian Academy, BA in Art programme BIBLICAL ART

The date of site visit: 9th and 10th of October 2006

The study programme complied with the professional and education standards, legislation of the Republic of Latvia and with the requirements and standards of the European Union.

The accreditation materials and self-evaluation report was comprehensive, subject descriptions detailed, list of CV-s and additional material well prepared.  On a site visit: works of students were well displayed, experts questions properly answered, sense of democracy and openness was in the air.

The study programme matched the demands to create the common European education space, including the comparison with two study programmes from EU countries. Its obvious Academy has hired the best prominent artists and theoreticians available in Jurmala-Riga region. 

The principles of democracy among representatives of academic staff and students are followed. Cooperation with other higher education establishments, research institutions, international exchange of staff and students has improved during the recent years: Sokrates/Ersmus agreements with Oradea and Cluj Napoka Universities in Romania,  cooperation in the field of exhibition-change and plain-air activities with Mullsjo high/school and Kortebo Theological institute in Sweden, participation in several christian artists” associations and cooperation with  monasteries in Europe and Middle East region. 

Annual self-assessment of the study programme is carried on,  there are plans and possibilities for the development, even building a new premises, although Academy just renovated their existing work-space.

 Meeting with graduates  encourage us there is a market for their knowledge in Latvia, even status of so-called free-lancer is sometimes a solution, so several icon-painters told about the commissions, some new possibilities available.. not bad! Rigas town councils representatives list of  future projects  and opportunities including Academy students was encouraging. 
Weak points:

 1.More comprehensive and professional computer-based lay-out design course is needed to answer the demands of the students ( according to their own written comments about the teachers) and the world outside academy.

2. Fresco course should be turned into practical course, instead the now-existing theoretical line, to answer the challenges offered by contemporary clerical world – nobody teaches fresco painting on a proper level any more!

3. Not enough studio space for practical courses in painting and drawing, which even puts limits to the size of the art-works. Plastical anatomy and graphic art courses are taught out of Jurmala cause of lack of space.

4.Better course in history  and design of lettering and typography is still needed, as usage of proper calligraphy in contemporary icon-painting  is a must. 

Strong points:

1. Well- organized management of education and marketing of the Academy

2.Academy has a large library, rich of rarities which covers majority of theological topical issues.

3.Promoting christian values in the society, thus its a “pioneer” institution of its kind in the Baltic region.

4.All three major Christian Confessions (Churches) in Latvia recognize and support the program as serving them – so it’s a real goodwill project  standing for positive values  in  contemporary Latvia.

 Proposal:

MA level in the same academy on a theoretical line is available and used by some graduates, but why not to build a future MA level out of this Biblical Art BA course?  Although Academy of Arts MA level and other higher education institutions here in Latvia and abroad are open for the graduates, new perspectives with the opening of MA course will open for the BA graduates: more comprehensive and long-lasting courses in practical art subjects, opportunity to start career as higher education teacher, most of international exchange projects focus on MA level etc. 

Elective part in the study program should still be larger.

The recommendation  will be to accreditation of the Biblical Art course for 6 years.

Experts:

Prof. Jaan Elken, University of Tartu

head

Prof.Nicu Dumitrascu, University of Oradea

Prof.Janis Murovskis, Latvian Academy of Art

Jurmala, 10th of Nov, 2006

Questionnaire 

for Evaluation Commission Experts
                for evaluation of study programmes

(Supplement to the individual report) 

It is recommended to evaluate each of aspects listed below by a mark according to the following scale and to add a short comment. In case of negative evaluation (mark 1) the comment is compulsory. It is recommended to add short description about each quality aspect: strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. It is possible to leave without mark a question, about which expert is not competent. The filled in questionnaire expert must add to the reports – individual and joint.

This questionnaire can also be used as a plan for the evaluation report.
Expert’s name, surname: Jaan Elken

Evaluated higher education institution and study programme: Latvian Cristian Academy, BA in Art programme BIBLICAL ART

The date of site visit: 9th and 10th of October 2006

The scale for the assessment: 

4 (excellent), 3 (highly satisfactory), 2 (satisfactory), 1(unsatisfactory)

I The assessment of study programmes       

(6 main aspects and 14 questions)
I Aims and objectives

1. Possibility to understand, to reach and to control the aims and objectives defined by the study programme.
Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
II The content and organization of the studies.

Assessment: 3

Comment: ………
2. Complying with the professional and education standards, legislation of the Republic of Latvia and with the requirements and standards of the European Union.

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
3. Consistency of the study programme and its parts with the demands to create the common European education space, including the comparison with at least two study programmes from EU countries. 

Assessment:3

Comment: ………
4. Qualification and professionality of the academic staff members. 

Assessment: 3

Comment: ………
III Assessment of teaching and learning.

Assessment:3

Comment: ………
5. Modern methodology of teaching, a clear statement of results to be expected, problem solving, use of computers, internet, audiovisual and multi media equipment.
Assessment: 2

Comment: Some new courses which concentrate on new technical mediums like video, digital photography should be added to the study program. Those mediums are not so ”ņew”any more, some good religious art is made using  those mediums in the world (e.g. Bill Viola ) 
6. Counselling and guidance for students, academic supervision and consultations of the teaching staff, increasing of the students' motivation to study. 
Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
7. Methods to assess the knowledge, skills and attitudes, their objectivity use to improve the studies.

Assessment: 3

Comment: ………
IV The management and support of the studies

Assessment: 3

Comment: ………
8. Respect of the principles of democracy, clear definition of the relations among representatives of the administration, academic staff and students;

Assessment:3

Comment: ………
9. Cooperation with other higher education establishments, research institutions, international organizations; exchange of staff and students with other higher education establishments.
Assessment: 3

Comment: Lots of improvement has happened during the recent years, e.g. Rockefeller foundation sponsored archeological  site-works  and cultural sight-seeing in Israel on regular basis,  Sokrates/Ersmus agreements with Oradea and Cluj Napoka Universities in Romania,  cooperation in the field of exhibition-change and plain-air activities with Mullsjo high/school and Kortebo Theological institute in Sweden, participation in several christian artists” associations and cooperation with  monasteries in Europe and Middle East region.
10. Methodological, informational and technical resources and facilities of the study programme. 

Assessment: 2

Comment: rather impressive library which covers theological topical issues, still modern technical resources are somehow overlooked. More comprehensive and professional computer-based lay-out design course is needed to answer the demands of the students ( according to their own written comments about the teachers) and the world outside academy. Fresco course should be turned into practica coursel, instead the now-existing theoretical line, to answer the challenges offered by contemporary clerical world – nobody teaches fresco painting on a proper level any more!

V Research (creative) activities of the staff and the students

11. Involvement of the academic and general staff in the research (creative) activities, up to date character and connection with the content of the study programme. 

Assessment: 3

Comment:  its obvious every instiution hires the best prominent artists and theoreticians available in the particular area for the salary available, so Academys efforts must be appreciated…
VI Quality assessment and mechanisms to ensure it

Assessment: 3

Comment: ………
12. Annual self-assessment of the study programme, evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses, changes, plans and possibilities for the development, continuously action of the system of self-evaluation and quality improvement. 
Assessment: 3

Comment: 

13. Successful work of graduates according to their qualification. 
Assessment: 3

Comment: Freshly graduated persons comments were good, employees comments also.

Status of so-called free-lancer is sometimes a solution, so several icon-painters told about the commissions, some new possibilities available.. not bad! Rigas town councils representatives

List of opportunities sounds also pretty good!
14. Opportunities to continue studies and financial guarantees in the case of closure of the programme, its re-organization and other changes.

Assessment: 3

Comment: MA level in the same academy on a theoretical line is available and used by some graduates, why not to build a future MA level out of this Biblical Art  BA course? Academy of Arts MA level is also available, also other higher education institutions here in Latvia and abroad.
AIKNC akreditēšanas komisijas eksperta Jāņa Murovska

individuālais ziņojums par akadēmiskās bakalaura studiju programmas “Bībeles māksla” novērtēšanu Latvijas Kristīgajā akadēmijā

Vizīte notika 9. un 10. novembrī Latvijas Kristīgajā akadēmijā, Jūrmalā. Iespaids par LKA palika atmiņā ar gaišu, mierīgu un demokrātisku vidi. Interjerā plaši izmantoti audzēkņu  mācību darbi un diplomdarbi, kas neapšaubāmi liecināja par pārdomātu un profesionālu to izpildijumu. Tie neviesa bažas par izrādīšanos, bet  atbilda sūtībai un kopējam garam, kas valda akadēmijā.

Tikšanās ar studentiem un beidzējiem apstiprināja domu, ka šeit mācās studenti pārliecības dēļ, tādi, kas meklē iespēju izteikt sevi mākslā un reliģijā. Pēc LKA beigšanas viņiem ir iespējas darboties gan specifiskos šauros mākslas virzienos, kā ikonu un altārglezniecība, gan mūsdienīgākos izpausmes veidos, kā piemēram, grafiskajā dizainā. Daži LKA beidzēji ir dibinājuši paši savus uzņēmumus un nodarbojas ar uzņēmējdarbību reklāmas laukā. Šajā sakarībā, un arī domājot par nākotni, man būtu ieteikums papildināt jau esošo mācību programmu ar priekšmetiem, kas vismaz dod ieskatu un papildina studējošo redzesloku telpas un interjera veidošanā, apjoma un formas izpratnei (tēlniecība), grafiskā dizaina – burtu, grāmatu, fototēlu pamatos. Katrā ziņā arī interese pēc jaunajiem speciālistiem, kuri būtu ieguvuši zināšanas arī šādās jomās, izskanēja tikšanās laikā ar darbadevējiem un baznīcas pārstāvjiem. Tas neapšaubāmi celtu akadēmijas potenciālu un radītu papildus iespējas tās beidzējiem atrast savu vietu dzīvē. Priecē LKA vadības izpratne un atvērtība šajā jautājumā. Te būs ko piestrādāt, bet jāsāk jau būtu ar zīmēšanas un gleznošanas telpu reorganizāciju. Tās nepārprotami ir par šaurām un tumšām. Taču neskatoties uz to pasniedzēju darbs ir pašaizliedzīgs un profesionāls, jo kā gan savādāk varētu izskaidrot to fantastisko audzēkņu izaugsmi, sākot no pirmā kursa nedrošajām krāsu līnijām un beidzot ar darbiem, kurus es pieminēju augstāk. Nereti ir gadijumi, kad LKA audzēkņi maina savu studiju vietu uz Latvijas Mākslas akadēmiju un lieliski iekļaujas tās studiju vidē. Manuprāt, lielisks darbs norit sava pasniedzēju bloka veidošanā, ka tiek ieguldīts jaunajos speciālistos, kas auguši un veidojušies no studentu vidus. 

Teorētisko priekšmetu bloks pārsvarā saistīts ar teoloģiju un mākslas vēsturi. Neesmu pārliecināts, ka šo priekšmetu sadalijums stingri pa gadiem (teoloģijas priekšmeti pirmajā gadā, mākslas vēstures priekšmeti otrajā gadā) ir pareizs, taču iespējams, tam ir objektīvi iemesli. Izceļams priekšmets ir „Mūsdienu mākslas aktuālie procesi“, kas veido vispusīgu studentu priekštatu par mākslu. Jo aktuālāk ir tas, ka jaunās tehnoloģijas, jaunie izpausmes veidi ienāk arī šajā, salīdzinoši konservatīvajā vidē. Un te atkal mēs sastopamies ar jautājumu par jaunajām tehnoloģijām, jaunajiem medijiem, par iespējām, kaut nedaudz, gūt priekštatu par tiem.

Šeit ir ielikti pārliecinoši pamati jauno cilvēku audzināšanai kulturālā un humānā vidē, to veidošanai par sabiedrībā nepieciešamiem un godājamiem tās dalībniekiem. Šeit ir iespaidīgs potenciāls šo vidi pilnveidot un attīstīt. Tāpēc atbalstu Latvijas Kristīgās akadēmijas bakalaura studiju programmas „Bībeles māksla“ akreditāciju uz sešiem gadiem.

Ar cieņu, Jānis Murovskis, 

asociētais profesors, 

LMA Audiovizuālo mediju mākslas nodaļas 

un Vizuālās komunikācijas katedras vadītājs.

19.11.2006

ANKETA

NOVĒRTĒŠANAS KOMISIJAS EKSPERTIEM

studiju programmas novērtēšanai


Novērtēšanas komisijas eksperta individuālajam ziņojumam un Novērtēšanas komisijas kopējam ziņojumam jāpievieno aizpildīta anketa. Par katru jautājumu un par katru no kvalitātes aspektiem (kuri satur vairāk par 1 jautājumu) vēlams dot novērtējumu 4 ballu skalā un rakstisku komentāru, kurš ir obligāts negatīva vērtējuma gadījumā. (Ar atzīmi ballēs norāda galvenokārt īstenošanas atbilstību izvirzītajiem mērķiem un uzdevumiem.) Ieteicams par katru kvalitātes aspektu kopumā sniegt īsu komentāru, aprakstot: atklātos pozitīvos faktorus, trūkumus, rekomendācijas un ieteikumus kvalitātes uzlabošanai, iespējamos draudus. Ja par kādu jautājumu vai kvalitātes aspektu eksperts nav kompetents, par to  vērtējums  nav jādod. Ieteicams ekspertu ziņojumus strukturēt atbilstoši anketas jautājumiem, vajadzības gadījumā pievienojot papildus punktus. 

Novērtēšanas skala: 4(ļoti labi), 3 (labi), 2 (apmierinoši), 1 (neapmierinoši). 

Eksperta vārds, uzvārds: Jānis Murovskis

Novērtētās studiju programmas nosaukums: Latvijas Kristīgā akadēmija, bakalaura studiju programma “Bībeles māksla”

Eksperta ārējās novērtēšanas vizītes datums: 9.- 10. novembris, 2006.

I Studiju programmas vērtēšanas kritēriji 

(6 galvenie kvalitātes aspekti un 14 jautājumi)

I Mērķi un uzdevumi.

1. Studiju programmas mērķu un uzdevumu skaidrība, sasniedzamība un pārbaudāmība. 

Novērtējums: ...4......

Komentārs: .........


II Studiju saturs un organizācija.

Novērtējums: ...3......

Komentārs: .........
2. Atbilstība Latvijas Republikas izglītības un profesiju standartiem, citiem normatīvajiem aktiem un Eiropas Savienības prasībām un rekomendācijām. 

Novērtējums: ...4......

Komentārs: .........
3. Studiju programmas un tās atsevišķu daļu saskaņotība ar Latvijas un Eiropas kopējās izglītības telpas veidošanas prasībām, tai skaitā izmantojot salīdzinājumu ar vismaz 2 ES valstu studiju programmām. 

Novērtējums: ...3......

Komentārs: .........
4. Akadēmiskā personāla kvalifikācija un profesionalitāte.

Novērtējums: ..3.......

Komentārs: .........

III Mācīšana un zināšanu novērtēšana.

Novērtējums: ...3......

Komentārs: .........

5. Modernas mācīšanas metodes, studijās sagaidāmo rezultātu skaidrs izklāsts, problēmu risināšana, datoru, multimēdiju un interneta izmantošana.

Novērtējums: ...2......

Komentārs: .........

6. Palīdzība studentiem, pasniedzēju konsultācijas, akadēmiskā vadība un  studēšanas motivācijas paaugstināšana. 

Novērtējums: .4........

Komentārs: .........

7. Zināšanu, prasmju un attieksmju novērtēšanas metožu objektivitāte un izmantošana studiju procesa pilnveidošanai. 

Novērtējums: ...3......

Komentārs: .........
IV Studiju nodrošinājums un vadība.

Novērtējums: ...3......

Komentārs: .........

8. Demokrātijas principu ievērošana studiju programmas vadīšanā, skaidri noteiktas administrācijas pārstāvju, akadēmiskā personāla un studentu savstarpējās attiecības.

Novērtējums: ...4......

Komentārs: .........

9. Sadarbība ar citām izglītības iestādēm, zinātniskajām institūcijām, starptautiskām organizācijām, akadēmiskā personāla un studentu apmaiņas ar citām augstskolām.

Novērtējums: ...3......

Komentārs: .........
10. Studiju programmas metodiskais, informatīvais un materiāltehniskais nodrošinājums.

Novērtējums: ..2.......

Komentārs: .........

V Personāla un studentu zinātniskās pētniecības (radošais) darbs.

11. Akadēmiskā personāla un studentu iesaistīšanās zinātniskās pētniecības (radošajā) darbā, zinātniskās pētniecības darbu tematikas aktualitāte un saistība ar studiju programmas saturu.

Novērtējums: ...3......

Komentārs: .........

VI Kvalitātes nodrošinājums un garantijas.

Novērtējums: ...3......

Komentārs: .........

12. Ikgadēja studiju programmas vājo un stipro pušu, izmaiņu, attīstības iespēju un plānu apspriešana, iekšējās pašnovērtēšanas un kvalitātes pilnveidošanas sistēmas nepārtraukta darbība.

Novērtējums: ...3......

Komentārs: .........
13. Absolventu veiksmīga iekārtošanās darbā apgūtajā specialitātē.

Novērtējums: ..3.......

Komentārs: .........

14. Studiju turpināšanas iespējas un finansiālās garantijas studiju programmas likvidācijas, reorganizācijas vai citu izmaiņu gadījumā.

Novērtējums: ...3......

Komentārs: .........
Questionnaire 

for Evaluation Commission Experts
                for evaluation of study programmes

(Supplement to the individual report) 

It is recommended to evaluate each of aspects listed below by a mark according to the following scale and to add a short comment. In case of negative evaluation (mark 1) the comment is compulsory. It is recommended to add short description about each quality aspect: strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. It is possible to leave without mark a question, about which expert is not competent. The filled in questionnaire expert must add to the reports – individual and joint.

This questionnaire can also be used as a plan for the evaluation report.
Expert’s name, surname: Nicu Dumitrascu

Evaluated higher education institution and study programme: 

Latvian Christian Academy, Bachelor’s study programme “Biblical Art”

The date of site visit:  9-10 November, 2006.

The scale for the assessment: 

4 (excellent), 3 (highly satisfactory), 2 (satisfactory), 1(unsatisfactory)

I The assessment of study programmes       

(6 main aspects and 14 questions)
I Aims and objectives

1. Possibility to understand, to reach and to control the aims and objectives defined by the study programme.
Assessment: …4……

Comment: The aims are very clearly formulated  and fully possible to achieve. 
II The content and organization of the studies.

Assessment: …4……

Comment: The programme is well structured and perfectly managed!
2. Complying with the professional and education standards, legislation of the Republic of Latvia and with the requirements and standards of the European Union.

Assessment: …4……

Comment: ………
3. Consistency of the study programme and its parts with the demands to create the common European education space, including the comparison with at least two study programmes from EU countries. 

Assessment: …4……

Comment: ………
4. Qualification and professionality of the academic staff members. 

Assessment: …3……

Comment: ………
III Assessment of teaching and learning.

Assessment: …3……

Comment: ………
5. Modern methodology of teaching, a clear statement of results to be expected, problem solving, use of computers, internet, audiovisual and multi media equipment.
Assessment: …3……

Comment: ………
6. Counselling and guidance for students, academic supervision and consultations of the teaching staff, increasing of the students' motivation to study. 
Assessment: …4……

Comment: The students expressed very positively about the programme of study and their relationship and collaboration with that staff.
7. Methods to assess the knowledge, skills and attitudes, their objectivity use to improve the studies.

Assessment: …3……

Comment: the faculty is on the good way of improving the curriculum and of developing the courses. Good participation of the students. 
IV The management and support of the studies

Assessment: …3……

Comment: ………
8. Respect of the principles of democracy, clear definition of the relations among representatives of the administration, academic staff and students;

Assessment: …4……

Comment: ………
9. Cooperation with other higher education establishments, research institutions, international organizations; exchange of staff and students with other higher education establishments.
Assessment: …3……

Comment: The faculty has been developing during recent years good cooperation with often institutions of the some profile from Europe. 
10. Methodological, informational and technical resources and facilities of the study programme. 

Assessment: …3……

Comment: Good library that covers an important number of theological topics; especially the collection of books of iconographical art. Anyway the access of the students seems to be quite limited.

V Research (creative) activities of the staff and the students

11. Involvement of the academic and general staff in the research (creative) activities, up to date character and connection with the content of the study programme. 

Assessment: …4……

Comment: ………
VI Quality assessment and mechanisms to ensure it

Assessment: …3……

Comment: ………
12. Annual self-assessment of the study programme, evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses, changes, plans and possibilities for the development, continuously action of the system of self-evaluation and quality improvement. 
Assessment: …4……

Comment: see the SWOT analyze.
13. Successful work of graduates according to their qualification. 
Assessment: …3……

Comment: Good comments made by a couple of graduates (freelancer, icon painters, teachers, etc.), impressive also the interest manifested by different companies, town councils. 
14. Opportunities to continue studies and financial guarantees in the case of closure of the programme, its re-organization and other changes.

Assessment: …3……

Comment: A proposition for MA level of the “Biblical Art” sept. of Academy coued be very welcomed. 

I would like to propose to award the bachelor’s study programme “Biblical Art” of Latvian Christian Academy a six (6) years accreditation.

Expert:

Nicu Dumitrascu

Professor and Dean of

the Orthodox Faculty of Theology

university of  Oradea, Romania












November, 30.2006.

