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I. Introduction 

This year September 17- 18, our team visited the Rīgas Stradins university Faculty of Law to get acquainted with the bachelor's study program ”Law”.

The leading body of the University and the Faculty provided us with all opportunities to get familiar with the Program, teachers, students, their prospective employers, to see premises and buildings, libraries, and equipments. We would like to express our deep gratitude to the Ministry of Education in Latvia, which gave us the opportunity to visit the University, to Dr. Juris Dzelme, who took care of the organization of our visit, to Dr. A. Vilks, the governing body and faculty. They gave us hospitality and did everything they could to help us, together with other staff members, members of the house personnel, students, and perspective employers. 

All this information was sufficient to fulfill the task of evaluation.

II. Aims of the Program 

The Program under accreditation has been developed to train qualified lawyers who would specialize in the medical, social, public health and rehabilitation areas of law relevant to the State, as well as to the European and international jurisdiction. Need in such specialists cannot be underestimated .Given the current economic and social crisis, the demand for professionals in the field of social law can only increase.

Beside of the general aim, the ‘Self-report’ also defines a set of specific ones.

They are: 

· to render knowledge on various themes in connection with law, their cognitive and interpretative methods;

· to promote the learning of law systems in the Baltic, EU and other regions, providing their comparative analysis;

· to facilitate the mastering of skills needed for doing specific law studies, which would be based on up-to date methodological principles.

· to develop skills for evaluation of legal processes in Latvia, Europe and the world;

· to teach to apply critical constructive thinking skills, by evaluating the work of legal institutions, and to develop skills by working out suggestions on perfection of the institutions’ work;

· to promote the acquisition of the knowledge on international, as well as medical and social law, being in line with ESU FES activities;

· to train students to be able to continue further studies for a Master’s degree and for a PhD degree, as well as for distance learning, in such a way developing constant motivation for continuous education.’

Thus, the Program aims to train a lawyer who is well educated:

 generally (has profound and versatile general law knowledge); 

internationally (has extensive knowledge on the legal system of EU and countries which are the most important for Latvia- Baltic) 

methodologically – they are supposed to acquire the knowledge on methods of scientific research and related skills; 

prepared for further studies ( they will receive the knowledge necessary for them to continue their education and to acquire the Master degree)

well-oriented in situation, problems and trends in Latvian law and activities of its law institutions

All in all, we assess the set of goals raised in the Program as good defined and including all tasks that are indispensible to educate a good layers, able to face legal problems on the national and international levels.

Maybe the medical specialization of the program is not sufficiently represented. 

The point is that the general aim of the Program is to educate “qualified lawyers who would specialize in the medical, social, public health”. This important aim though defined as a general aim is not specified in the set of specific objectives. We were not able to find what are Programs specific aims in this area. 

Commission believes that this is just omission because in the list of subject supposed to be taught we found related medically directed subjects. In our opinion, the Program should be supplemented and indicate its specific aims in providing its students with recognition in medical law and health care legal problems.

We totally agree that also an opportunity to change one’s specialization has to be provided and the student should be prepared to it by giving them related general knowledge. However, we believe that this opportunity should be discussed and the amount and content of related knowledge should be defined.

Generally, the Program aims to prepare the jurist having extensive knowledge in law and related disciplines and able to solve legal problems both in Latvia, its next door neighbors-Baltic countries and in the EU. The Program is designed to educate a multisided specialist, able to work in quite different areas of social life and plans to provide its student with very broadly shaped legal knowledge and skills, able to fulfill any legal profession.

In our opinion, such an aim is to welcome.

 On the other side, in our opinion the limits of specialization should be delineated more precisely. The Program should be supplemented with provisions defining its aims and board lines of the specialization in the medical law and health care.

The broad-cast design of the Program is to welcome and allows its students to change their specialization when it will be necessary. However, we believe that this opportunity and related task of the Program should be discussed in a more extensive and detailed way. Additional provisions under which they could change their legal profession(through supplementation or their qualification, additional learning, etc) could be specified. 

In our opinion, the list of countries under which legal regulation the student has to be prepared to act should be widened, including also Russia, probably Poland and other countries with which Latvia has the most intensive relations.

III. Evaluation of the study program’s prospects from perspective of 
Latvia’s national interests and its added EU value 

The importance of the program in the national is out of any doubt. 

Health care is one of the most intensively developing and the most problematic areas both in Latvia and in other EU countries. 

Currently, several recent trends intensify its importance both of health care and of its legal regulation. They are:

· Increase of the social value of personal health related problems regional development

· Growing load of health care, especially, caused by increase of the age of population and growing the most demanding, old age population

· Intensive increase of cost of treatment caused by arrival into medicine of high-tech diagnostic and treatment tools: radiology etc. The content of the duty “to provide the treatment meeting the modern health care standards” modern-days means the obligation to provide very expensive, high qualification and work-demanding health care. And all this has to be accomplished under ever increasing work-load.

· High and, in fact, increasing uncertainty and what follows extensive discretion of physicians. Modern equipment turned to be as operator – dependent as the old one. 

All this caused a lot of highly specific legal problems and traditionally educated lawyers are not ready to tackle them. 

We find it to be very important to stress the innovative, pioneering, path braking nature of the Program. We were not able to remember any other example of high school healthcare law program commencing the health care specialization of the promising lawyer on the first, bachelor level. 
Of course, there a lot of medical law programs on the Master or Doctor level. However, the programs educating the medical lawyer starting from the first year is rather rare.

Nevertheless there are many good reasons to support this idea. First, it is true that the health care needs all level lawyers. There a lot of legal problems that can be successful solved by Bachelor lawyer, but only if he has received the training also in healthcare law. Second, the starting the medical law teaching from the very beginning provides an opportunity to educate with the having the final aim- legal work for health care. Third, it corresponds with the highly complicated, specific and responsible nature of application of law in this area. 

So, the Program breakes new ways in highly important and new field. No doubts that both the Program and also the great experience that Latvia gathered implementing it is of great importance for other countries. This Program will serve as a base – line for designing such programs in other EU countries. 

This pioneering and ground-breaking nature of the Program is its very important trait. We believe that this innovative nature of the Program should be especially considered when assessing it. As every innovative idea it needs to be especially supported and the necessary conditions for its further development should be provided. 

Therefore, the Program and the whole job made by the Faculty are highly important from the point of few of national interests of the country and Europe. There is a general and ever increasing shortage of such specialists both in Latvia and in other European countries. We are quite sure that lawyers educated in this Program will be highly demanded both in Latvia and in other European country. 

Commission assesses the prospects of the Program as excellent. 

It is of especial importance that the Program under accreditation is a consisted part of the set of Bachelor and Master academic and professional programs.

We find it to be very important to stress the innovative, pioneering, ground breaking nature of the Program, providing new highly promising ways in training of health care lawyers. No doubts that both the Program and also the great experience that Latvia gathered implementing it is of great importance for other countries. This Program will serve as a base – line for designing such programs in other EU countries. 

We believe that both importance and the innovative nature of the Program should be especially considered when assessing it. As every innovative idea it needs to be especially supported and the necessary conditions for its further development should be provided. 
IV. Conformity of the Programs to the Latvian national legal regulation. Complicance of study program with the standard of the national academic education

In the ‘Self-report’ the compliancy of the Program to national legal and general educational standards has been substantiated in two ways:

First, they indicate the base-line provision according to which the Program is designed. It is indicated in the “Self-report” that the design and implementation is based on the lawyer's professional standards, which are approved by facility of the Ministry of Education and Science, 29 December 29, 2003 order Nr.649
.

Table Nr.1.
A and B and C category subjects – credit points and number of subjects. 

	Creditpoints
	Subjects

	
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	Part A 
	60
	46,8
	23
	50,0

	Part B
	40
	31,4
	14
	30,5

	Part C
	18
	14,0 
	9
	19,5

	Bachelor’s thesis
	10
	7,8
	
	

	In total
	120
	100
	37
	100


Second, they provide a comparison of the Program to such general national “standard” that considered to be the similar program at the Riga university, which is officially recognised as meeting all national standards. 

Table 2. RSU Faculty of Law the academic study program "Law" compared with the Latvian University, Faculty of Law, Law of bachelor study program:

	
	RSU Faculty of Law
	Latvian university

	Duration of study
	3 years
	3 years

	Amount

Part A

Part B

Part C

Practice

Student work

Bachelor thesis
	120 CP

50 CP

46 CP

14 CP

-

10 CP


	120CP

73 CP

20 CP

8 CP

6 CP

3CP

10 CP




The comparison of both programs shows that they generally have enough similar. Duration is 3 years (120KP), Part C training was 14 or 8 CP, which is not significant difference in working for bachelor's down 10 CP. Significant differences in the compulsory part (A), and the compulsory choice (B) the amount of study. LU greater part is for Part A of the learning object. Overall, the two study programs are also acquired by the study, the rate is similar.

Our team examined the conformity of the program to these standards. We were not able to discover any essential disagreement of the Program with the legal demands provided in Latvian regulation. 

V. 
Structure and content of the Program.

The Program is structured according the traditional semester principle. 

2 semesters are envisaged in each study year. In each semester students have to get in total 20 credit points, by working 800 academic hours. 


Within a semester, students have to acquire 8 subjects: one subject will last the whole semester, and in parallel to it – two in 5 weeks – six other subjects. In parallel to it, students learn a foreign language. By completing a course at the end of the fourth week, students have to take an examination. Students take deeper studies in not more than three major subjects concurrently, and after their attendance and writing of an independent work, take examinations or pass the tests and only then undertake the study of other subjects. Subjects to be acquired within the module are logically interlinked.

For the attendance of each major subject, a student gets 2 or 3 credit points, working 20 hours in the classrooms and 80 hours individually – all together 100 academic hours. In the first semester students have to pass a test in the English language, which deals with law terminology and specificities of communication in the English language. Starting with the second course, students have to master two extra foreign languages – German and French or Spanish, taking a test and acquiring 2 credit points for it.

Novel and positive sides of the structure of the Program

A positive side of the program is broad use of the module teaching.

The study process in the Program is organized according to the module principle, similarly to higher schools in Great Britain and Scandinavia. Organization of the study according the module principle is a very progressive and advantageous step. 

The module principle fundamentally changes interrelations between the teacher and the student, poses a student in active and in many respect leading position, stimulating his activity in shaping the teaching, increasing his motivation
. 

The main advantage of the module system is the fact that students take examinations or tests at the end of each module. The examination session at the end of the mid-year is considered to be a not very effective form of knowledge testing, since students are intensively learning only twice within the study year. When learning according to the module principle, such a situation is not possible because students are obliged to learn constantly and have to learn respective subjects all the time.

Positive sides of the Program is its organization according the module principle, multilingual character, active involvement of students into the shaping of teaching. 

Further increase of the credit load of special, health care subjects

Comparing with the first Program accredited two years ago, this one increases the credit load of special, health care subjects. This provides a further increase the recognition of promising health care lawyers in the specific problems of this area. As mentioned above, it is a great prevalence of the Faculty and great merit of the Program that they discovered a new, important, and highly promising field – education of lawyers for healthcare. 

However, there are many special problems on this way. The medical law is a relatively new branch of law, there is natural lack of specialists and experience. It is not very ease to go ahead in a branch. It is especially difficult to find to organize teaching of related subjects. Both specialists able to teach and experience is still lacking. 

It is to welcome that the Faculty persistently progresses this way and expands a list of subjects. 

Compared with the previous accreditation period, the study program has been enhanced with some new subjects of study. Under the evaluation commission's proposals, based on the RSU profile, the program of study is included in rate - the pharmaceutical law. Without any doubt it is a great success. 

However, on the other side, there should be no illusion that it is all what is necessary. The further progress in the Program is needed.

There are several further subjects of especial importance for this Program. We believe that students should be given a special multisided course of medical malpractice, which is popular in both medical and medical law specialities in US and other countries. It is a subject dealing with psychological, moral, social, economical, technical, etc. reasons of medical mistakes. There are many reasons to include such a subject into the Program. First, malcases is the first graduates of the Faculty will meet. Second, the lawyer should be provided with the deep and multisided understanding of the nature and origin of such mistakes. Without it he will meet great difficulty in assessing the legal part of such offences, especially, its subjective side.

Next, in our opinion, also the intensive course of medical economy is much needed. Economical situation is leading in shaping all sides of health care. It permeates every cell in the body of medicine and shapes all its aspects: the diagnostic and treatment standards, everyday practice, usual diagnostic and treatment, amount and quality of service population actually receives. The great majority of most acute health care problems have economic underpinning.

From the point of view of law, it is especially important that just economical consideration shape the difference between the level of medicine (e.g. as it reflected in Dynamed, Merck’s, Harrison’s) and everyday practice. This difference is the main source of litigation of so called lost chances, when a physician or health care institution is accused on missing chances to cure.

In opinion of the Commission, the course of health care sociology and psychology is highly advisable. The ability of a graduate to deal with health care legal problems does not depend only on his law knowledge. Equally (or maybe, much more) it depends on his ability to deal with multiple actors of the healthcare. 

The ‘Self-report’ includes a special part discussing prospects of the further development of the Program. Unfortunately, it contents no ideas on enhancing its content. In our opinion, this part should be supplemented by actions continuing the development of the content of the Program. We also believe that basis of this development could be including into the Program of several additional subjects, able to enhance student’s recognition in the health care and its legal regulation. 
Mulltilinquality 

Another merit of the Program is its accent upon mastering many languages. Of cause, this meets a danger that no one will be mastered on a proper level. The experience of the modern language teaching shows that especial care is necessary in solution of dilemma, what to select better knowledge of one or rather superficial of several languages. Every alternative has its own pros and cons. 

The Program selected the second, “multilingual” way. We were not able to find any substantiation for this selection in the Program. We believe that both alternatives should be regarded in the Program more carefully.

Feedback is arranged 

A highly positive side of the Program and its implementation is organization of extensive feed-back. The students are intensively asked on different sides of the teaching.

Their opinion is asked and considered both in estimation and development of the Program and its assessing its implementation. 

The assessment of separate study courses in 2008/2009, students of the academic Bachelor’s study program „Law” are, in general, satisfied with the lectures of the department teachers (majority of answers are „very good” or „good”). Almost all students are of the mind that teachers make them express their own point of view. Most of students mention that teachers have a positive attitude to students quite different, though argumentative ideas. All in all, students point out these teachers’ attitudes to students show their understanding and interest in students’ thoughts. Taking into account students’ responses, RSU Law Faculty courses of international relations – within European studies are evaluated positively. Both teachers’ knowledge, and their methods applied are, in fact, recognized as appropriate and aimed at further learning. In several courses students have stressed the teachers’ creative approach in describing the subject material. The environment of studies, material-technical provision is also recognized as good.


However, in the questionnaires, one can also find several critical remarks and suggestions how to improve the study process. Most of the objections concern the quality of the copied materials, as well as the fact that the corrected summaries, written by students, are kept longer than three days by the teacher. Students suggest turning some courses, due to their volume, into the so-called „long courses” which are delivered all semester long.

In April 2009, Rīga Stradiņš University Law Faculty carried out students’ sociological inquiry of the academic Bachelor’s study program „Law”, which helped in surveying the evaluation of the study program from the students’ point of view, as well as to look at the quality of the organization of teaching work. For the question whether students are satisfied with the choice of the higher school, no negative answer was received. As to the choice of the study program, all students were completely or partially satisfied. Study quality was evaluated as very good or good by 82,5% of respondents. A special recognition was attributed to the module teaching system, being positively estimated by 92% of respondents. Like an original quality indicator one can consider the fact that more than 88% of students would attend almost all lectures even in case the attendance were not checked. Surveyed questionnaire materials allow us to make conclusions on some teacher’s qualitative potentials, and reveal the direction of introducing more essential improvements into the study process.

Participation of students in development of the program

It is to welcome that students of the Program have regular meeting with the head of the Faculty of Law, expressing their opinion on he provision of study subjects with teaching and informative hand-outs. Students suggest on innovations of perfecting the study process. 

Problem of practice.

In our opinion, the content and the structure of the Program provide necessary law and other knowledge necessary to deal with common legal and especially healthcare legal problems. In our opinion an internship, similar to medical one is the most proper way of the apprenticeship of medical law students. 

However, the Program should be supplemented with a part elaborated in more details the ways in which the students practice has to be organized, considering the special nature of health care. We believe that the experience gathered in educating medical professions should be considered. Internship as a way to arrange the practice of medical lawyers should be regarded. 

VI. Comparison of the Programs with similar Latvian and foreign ones

The Self-report also includes comparison of the Program with similar foreign programs in Tallinn, Tartu and Copenhagen. 

It is easy to understand problems the Faculty met when selecting foreign programs to compare with. Indeed, as told, the Program under accreditation is ground-breaking and pioneering one, especially in Europe, let alone Baltic. 

Therefore, it is not very reasonable to demand any close similarity of the Program to some foreign one. 

“Self- report” found really wise way to solve this problem. It demonstrated a sufficient similarity of the Program to the foreign programs that are analogous because they also envisage some early (bachelor) specialization in teaching. So are e.g. foreign bachelor programs educating lawyers working for business. They also have to combine the general legal education with special one( business law). We agree with conclusion provided in the “Self-report” that the Program is similar enough to analogical foreign ones in its most important essential traits.

Our conclusion is that the Program is similar enough to analogical foreign ones in its most important essential traits.

VII. Academic staff engaged into the study program

Latvian regulation does not set any special demands for the qualification of the teaching staff
. 

So it is discretion of our team to assess the suitability of the qualification of teachers to implement the Program. 

In meeting with the teachers we had much opportunity to get familiar with their professional and teaching knowledge and skills. On this basis we have good reason to state that implementation of the academic Bachelor’s study program „Law” is carried out by highly qualified teaching staff. The study program since 2007/2008 was carried out in the Faculty of Law. In the Faculty of Law there work 6 lecturers on staff among them 4 PhD, from them 2 associated professors and 2 lecturers with a Master’s degree. The administrative staff – 1 laboratory assistant/secretary, who deals with office work. The rest of the staff work on contract basis and their primary job is outside the department. Lecturers without a PhD degree are doing their promotion work, or studying for a PhD degree.


In the implementation of the study program in Law there are engaged PhD in Law, who are working as lecturers in other RSU departments (E.Eteris– the Department of Regional Economics and Business). There are involved also lecturers who are still doing their PhD study and whose promotion themes refer to various fields of law (I.J.Mihailovs, S.Olsena, G.Leimane).


In general, the academic Bachelor’s study program „Law” is carried out by 31 lecturers, from whom 20 (64,5%) are habilitated doctors or with a doctoral degree. From those habilitated doctors or with a doctoral degree who are involved in the study program – 15 (75%) persons have RSU as their primary place of work.


The qualification of the teaching staff involved in the study program „Law” implementation corresponds to the aims and objectives of RSU Faculty of Law, namely, to render the students a braod spectrum of knowledge in law and practical skills in the field. It requires the necessity to attract highly qualified specialists into the program implementation not only in the field of law, but also from the fields of pedagogic, psychology, political science, medical information technologies, etc. By applying such an integrated organization of the study process students get in total a wide range of scientific and methodological views, which promotes the use of different approaches of social knowledge in jurisdiction.


The lecturers of the department participate in various conferences and seminars with an aim to perfect the teaching process and to raise their professional qualification. There are graduates of Latvia University or Daugavpils University, as well as some who are still learning at the teachers qualification courses to raise their pedagogical competence (2005-2006).

All teachers are involved into scientific activities, 4 teachers study in Dr. program. Scientific conferences(also international) are arranged on a regular basis. The research centre organised at the faculty plays important role.

1.8.1. Research work and scientific trends of the academic staff.

 The scientific activities is the most important way for teacher to enhance their qualification. Our Comission was provided with all documents reflecting the scientific activities of the staff. The general conclusion is that the academic staff involved into the Program take an active part in working out various scientific projects

 The most important are Study projects financed by Latvian state budget (Latvia Research Council, LR Ministry of Education and Science, from EU fonds) (Studies of European Union social fond national program). Results of research results are depicted in scientific publications and reviews, as well as presented at scientific conferences. For example, the head of the study program in Law, Andrejs Vilks takes part in the projects financed by Latvia Research Council „Strengthening of democracy, rule of law, and people’s security in Latvia”, 2006-2009 (project supervisor – A.Tabūns), Latvia Research Academy fonds, project Nr.06.0044.

Professor Vija Sīle supervises Latvia Research Academy grants „Human life and life-span from philosophical and medical point of view” and „Moral and psychological aspects of medical ethics: situation in Latvia”.

 In the European Union initiative EQUAL project „Facilitation of employment for the disabled”, the following lecturers are involved: assitant professor Lolita Vilka, assoc.professor Andris Vilks, associated professor Aivars Vētra and professor Uldis Teibe.

In EU Structural fond national program „Studies of labour market”, in the project „Studies of the Ministry of Welfare” as coparticipants are assistant professors R.Rungule and S.Jirgena. Assoc.professor Andris Vilks and assist.prof. D.Hanovs are also taking active part in various projects, especially dealing with minorities studies.


Academic staff and doctoral students actively participate in all scientific activities, which will address the RSU, as the Latvian and international scientific environment. Thus, practically all doctoral students and lecturers took part in RSU 8. International scientific conference in 2. - 3. April, 2009 - "Political, economic, social and legal systems transformation in Latvia and the world: current realities and future. The conference presentations and papers will be published in 2009 RSU scientific papers.

RSU Faculty of Law conference was organized and attended an international conference organized by the ESF in 5 march, 2009 - "Repulse and remoteness - Risks and Solutions" which referred to the Conference Abstract Series, is manufactured in a scientific symposium. 


RSU Faculty of Law in conjunction with various other institutions hold regular scientific seminars which are directed towards the individual legal research and problem-solving. 


The academic staff of the study program in Law takes active part in scientific activities of Rīga Stradiņš university, Latvian and international research activities, ensuring the interaction of scientific and teaching work, and increasing the level of study process quality. Research work of the academic staff is being supported and stimulated. Research studies of the academic staff are presented either at annual RSU international scientific conferences, or at other Latvian or foreign higher school conferences. In the materials attached for the accreditation application, one can find CVs of the academic staff of the study program, including their latest publications.


Academic staff participate in research projects LZP, LZP subgroups of collaborative projects, international programs (PHARE, the Soros Foundation, WHO, the EU programs, LR ministries: the Ministry of Welfare, Ministry of Education and Science, Minister for Special Assignments for Society Integration Affairs-funded projects. 

An important and very significant development program is also the fact that they are involved in the implementation of both the senior and middle life, both young scientists and teachers. In such a path is provided the scientific and pedagogical experience and skill succession process. A significant contribution to the future development of doctoral and current students. 

Academic staff participate in research projects LZP, LZP subgroups of collaborative projects, international programs (PHARE, the Soros Foundation, WHO, the EU programs, LR ministries: the Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Education and Science-based and-funded projects). Faculty of Law took part in the Global alijanses Altus project (2007th - 2008g.)''Judicial Reform'', even the reform of the judiciary world trends Law Faculty was preparing an inventory of the judicial reform in Latvia. November 2008 it was presented at the United States Vera Faculty of Justice. 
 
 Faculty staff participated in the project IIZM''Discrimination Latvian labor market: political, legal, economic and social aspects,''the sub: Discrimination Latvia's labor market: legal aspects - development. Sub-leading institution - the Faculty of Law, sub-leader - Andris Vilks (Registration Nr.5-27/1365). 


Law Faculty also participated in LZP grant''Latvia in the European Union: economic and cultural interaction and knowledge-based society''(vad. akad. R. Karnite) study for the study. sub - Science and crime (2008), the sub-leading institution - the Faculty of Law, sub-leader - Andris Vilks (LZP research project reg. no. 06.0041). 


S. Mihailova participate in a scientific research project topic: LZP gravel "Art therapy methods of crisis management" (grant supervisor K. Martinsone).

It can be stated that the academic staff implementing the Program is active at research activities, has multiple scientific connection, takes part in prestigeous nationa and international projects 
VIII. Finances, premises, equipment, recourses


Studies at the academic Bachelor’s study program in Law at the RSU Faculty of Law is for pay. Tuition fee in 2008/2009 made up Ls 1150,-.Tuition fee provides for the study process (80% of the tuition fee), maintenance expenses of the Faculty of European Studies (15%), perfection of the study process and study process development (5%). Maintenance expenses for RSU infrastructure are covered by the total university budget.


Studies of the academic Bachelor’s study program in Law are implemented in modern and well-accomodated lecture rooms necessary for the study work. Successful mastering of the study program is provided by modern library and the reading room, corresponding to EU standards. It contains computer rooms with the access to the Internet resources, inter-library fonds, the Internet resources with teaching materials and hand-outs which are available to students from individual working places.


Lecture rooms and seminar rooms are accommodated with modern multimedia technologies (digital projectors, computer technologies), audio and video apparatuses, overhead projectors. One can have an access to the electronic catalogues of the literature in social sciences, including juridical literature. Students have an access to the RSU library and its data base of the National importance, Electronic joint catalogue,, Electronic joint catalogue of 8 state importance libraries,, Data base of national bibliography analytics,, Information on articles in the periodicals,, Data base of national bibliographical monographies and latest editions,, Information on books and periodicals published in Latvia,, Date base on copyrights,, Universal decimal classification (UDC).,
For PhD students the University ensures full equipment and appropriate accomodation of rooms for the study work in respect to the accessability to the library, computers and the Internet. At present there are 385 book titles available in the library about various sociological themes.


Students can make use of computers and the Internet of the Information Centre (European academic gigabite network – GEANT) with the connection (67 computers), which are located in the library and lecture rooms. From them 4 computers are available in the reading room for lecturers and scientists. Since there are about 1000 active computer users at RSU, one can calculate that about 15 students can work on one computer. In reality this number is much lower, since many students have their own PCs, which they use in consultation with RSU specialists. Students are taught, and they have at their disposal, text editors (Word), electronic tables (Excel), professional program on statistics and data bases SPSS and ACESS, graphic edictors (Powerpoint), as well as programs for drawing (Visio).


The library resources are open to all students. Students are available for direct database - within the Science, EBSCO, Ovid, Springer, ProQuest, Lursoft, NAIS, Letonica, and Springer Science Direct - the gift from the Ministry of Education.

The financial situation of the Program is stable. Premises and equipment needed for implementation of the program are available. There is a significant progress in developing of the library, especially its juridical part. Leading body of the Program uses actively opportunities to enlarge the library and information supply by Internet. 

IX. Conclusions and proposals.

1. Program and the whole job made by the Faculty are highly important from the point of few of national interests of the country and Europe. There is a general and ever increasing shortage of such specialists both in Latvia and in other European countries. We are quite sure that lawyers educated in this Program will be highly demanded both in Latvia and in other European country. 

2. Commission assesses the prospects of the Program as excellent. 

3. It is of especial importance that the Program under accreditation is a consisted part of the set of Bachelor and Master academic and professional programs.

4. We find it to be very important to stress the innovative, pioneering, ground breaking nature of the Program, providing new highly promising ways in training of health care lawyers. No doubts that both the Program and also the great experience that Latvia gathered implementing it is of great importance for other countries. This Program will serve as a base – line for designing such programs in other EU countries. 

5. We believe that both importance from the point of view of national and EU interests and the innovative nature of the Program should be especially considered when assessing it. As every innovative idea it needs to be especially supported and the necessary conditions for its further development should be provided. 

6. Positive side of the Program is its organization according the module principle, multilingual character, active involvement of students into the shaping of teaching. 

7. The ‘Self-report’ includes a special part discussing prospects of the further development of the Program. Unfortunately, it contents no ideas on enhancing its content. In our opinion, this part should be supplemented by actions continuing the development of the content of the Program. We also believe that basis of this development could be including into the Program of several additional subjects, able to enhance student’s recognition in the health care and its legal regulation. 
8. Another merit of the Program is its accent upon mastering many languages. Of cause, this meets a danger that no one will be mastered on a proper level. The experience of the modern language teaching shows that especial care is necessary in solution of dilemma, what to select better knowledge of one or rather superficial of several languages. Every alternative has its own pros and cons. 

9. The Program selected the second “multilingual” way. We were not able to find any substantiation for this selection in the Program. We believe that both alternative should be regarded in the Program more carefully.

10. A highly positive side of the Program and its implementation is organization of extensive feed-back. The students are intensively asked on different sides of the teaching.

11. It is to welcome that students of the Program have regular meeting with the head of the Faculty of Law, expressing their opinion on he provision of study subjects with teaching and informative hand-outs
12. However, the Program should be supplemented with a part elaborated in more details the ways in which the students practice has to be organized, considering the special nature of health care. We believe that the experience gathered in educating medical professions should be considered. 
13. The financial situation of the Program is stable. Premises and equipment needed for implementation of the program are available. There is a significant progress in developing of the library, especially its juridical part. Leading body of the Program uses actively opportunities to enlarge the library and information supply by Internet. 

X. General conclusion

1. Commission proposes the six year accreditation for the Program.

Prof. Viktoras Justickis 

                        Leader of  the team

Prof.  Talavs Judzins

Prof. Ando Leps

Questionnaire
for Evaluation Commission Experts

for the evaluation of study programmes

(Supplement to the reports)

The filled in questionnaire expert must add to the reports – individual and joint. It is recommended to evaluate each of aspects listed below by a mark according to the following scale and to add a short comment. In case of assessment lower than 4 the comment is desirable, in case of negative assessment (mark 1) – very desirable. It is recommended to add short description about each quality aspect: strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. It is possible to leave without mark a question, about which expert is not competent. This questionnaire can also be used as a plan for the evaluation report. The scale for the assessment: 4 (excellent), 3 (good), 2 (satisfactory), 1 (unsatisfactory). 

Expert’s name, surname: Viktoras Justickis

Evaluated higher education institution and study programme: Academic Bachelor’s Study Programme “Law” of Riga Stradins University 

The date of site visit:  17. - 18.09.2009.

The assessment of study programmes

(6 main aspects and 14 questions)
I Aims and objectives

1. Possibility to understand, to reach and to control the aims and objectives by the study programme.
Assessment: 4

Comment: ………

II The content and organization of the studies.

Assessment: 3,5

Comment: ………
2. Compliance with the aims and objectives defined by the study programme, with Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area, accepted by European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher Education (ENQA Standards and Guidelines),  with the requirements and recommendations of the European Union, and with the regulations of the Republic of Latvia.

Assessment: 3

Comment: We recommend paying more attention the expansion of the medical part.

3. Consistency of the study programme and its parts with the demands to create the common European education space, including the comparison with at least two study programmes from EU countries. 

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
4. Qualification and professionality of the academic staff members. 

Assessment: 3,5

Comment: More dr. would be good!
III Assessment of teaching and learning.

Assessment: 3,5

Comment: ………
5. Modern methodology of teaching, a clear statement of results to be expected, problem solving, use of computers, internet, audiovisual and multi media equipment.

Assessment: 3

Comment: Our general proposal – the further development of the most unique – medical law studies.
6. Counselling and guidance for students, academic supervision and consultations of the teaching staff, increasing of the students' motivation to study. 

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
7. Methods to assess the knowledge, skills and attitudes, their objectivity use to improve the studies.

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
IV The management and support of the studies

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
8. Respect of the principles of democracy, clear definition of the relations among representatives of the administration, academic staff and students;

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
9. Cooperation with other higher education establishments, research institutions, international organizations; exchange of staff and students with other higher education establishments.

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
10. Methodological, informational and technical resources and facilities of the study programme. 

Assessment: 3

Comment: ………
V Research (creative) activities of the staff and the students

11. Involvement of the academic staff and the students in the research (creative) activities, up to date character and connection with the content of the study programme. 

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
VI Quality assessment and mechanisms to ensure it

Assessment: 4

Comment: Our proposal – the further expansion of participation of students in scientific activities, esp. at medical law.
12. Annual self-assessment of the study programme, evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses, changes, plans and possibilities for the development, continuously action of the system of self-evaluation and quality improvement. Compliance of the internal quality assurance system with ENQA Standards and Guidelines. 

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
13. Perspectives (potential possibilities) of successful work of graduates according to their qualification. 

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
14. Opportunities to continue studies, and financial guarantees in the case of closure of the programme, its re-organization and other changes.

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
                                                 Individual Report

                                                     of the expert

                                            Prof. Ando Leps (Estonia)

                                                             on

Academic Study Program „Law” social sciences bachelor ´s degree in Law (code 4338000), Professional Study Program „Law” social masters ´s degree in Law (code 41389), Professional Study Program „Law” Professional Master of Law cience and Lawyer (code 46380) and Doctoral Study Programme on Law (code 51381) to obtain a degree in Law (Dr. jur)  Rigas Stradins university Institute of Law

                                                       (Latvia)

The evaluation of the above programme is based on the material submitted by the study process is organized in compliance with the Law on Higher Education institutions of the Republic of Latvia  and a site-visit to the premises of the Rigas Stradins university Institute of Law on September 17 and 18, 2009.

The all programme´s  are in accordance with the needs of the asqusition of juridical knowledge.

The positive aspects of the all Academic Study Program ´s at Rigas Stradina university Institute of Law is characterized, best of all:

1. Therefore, the Program and the whole job made by the Faculty are highly important from the point of national interests of the country and Europe. There is a general and ever increasing shortage of such specialists both in Latvia and in other European countries. We are quite sure that lawyers educated in this Program will be highly demanded both in Latvia and in other European country. 

2. Commission assesses the prospects of the Program as excellent. 

3.It is of especial importance that the Program under accreditation is a consisted part of the set of all level academic and professional programs.

4. I (we) find it to be very important to stress the innovative, pioneering, ground breaking nature of the Program, providing new highly promising ways in training of health care lawyers. No doubts that both the Program and also the great experience that Latvia gathered implementing it is of great importance for other countries. This Program will serve as a base – line for designing such programs in other EU countries. 
5. The Program is equipped with high qualification , active in research activities  staff, able to ensure successful  implementation of the Program. In general, the academic Bachelor’s study program „Law” is carried out by 31 lecturers, from whom 20 (64,5%) are habilitated doctors or with a doctoral degree. From those habilitated doctors or with a doctoral degree who are involved in the study program – 15 (75%) persons have RSU as their primary place of work. 

Realization of the Professional Master’s  study program “Law” is provided by a highly qualified staff. The study program of the academic year 2008/2009 was realized in the Faculty of Law established in 2007. Currently there are employed 6 highly quaified specialists in the Faculty of Law ( Dr. hab. jur. Edgars Meļķisis – leading researcher; Dr. jur. Aleksandrs Krasiļņikovs – leading researcher; Dr. jur. Uldis Ķinis – associated professpr. Dr. jur. Aldis Pundurs – leading researcher, Dr. jur. Andrejs Vilks – associated professor, Solvita Olsena – lecturer, Mag. jur. Ginta Leimane – lecturer).Lecturers without a doctor's degree (work at the promotion thesis or learn in the doctoral studies). S.Olsena learns in doctoral studies of Budapest University, but G.Leimane – doctoral studies at Rīga Stradiņš University. Administrative staff – 1 laboratory assistand/secretary, who provides the paper work also in the study program of law. Other lecturers work on contract basis and their basic work is outside the Faculty of Law, among them other faculties or structural units of RSU.

Academic potential enganged in the Doctoral study program. In the programme realization are involved 16 lecturers – 15 professors or associated professors, 1 lecturer with the Dr.sc. degree. Of all the teachning staff involved into the programme 14 (82,3%) are full-time staff. 13 (88,2%) of all the teaching staff are profesors or associated professors. All teachning staff involved into the doctoral  study programme are Doctors of sciences.

6. The financial situation of the all Program is stable.  

7. Considering great academic staff potential also in the branch of criminology, criminal law, deviance behavior sociology, we propose to regard the idea to prepare   a new additional program – ‘Criminology and policing”. The acute need in such program is determined by the closure of the national Police academy (on the January 1, 2010).

Considering the all aspects, my conclusion is: full accreditation (for six years ) of                        the all Academic Study Program „Law” (4 program´s) at Rigas Stradins university Institute of Law.

Prof. Ando Leps

Tallinn. September 28, 2009

Questionnaire
for Evaluation Commission Experts

for the evaluation of study programmes

(Supplement to the reports)

The filled in questionnaire expert must add to the reports – individual and joint. It is recommended to evaluate each of aspects listed below by a mark according to the following scale and to add a short comment. In case of assessment lower than 4 the comment is desirable, in case of negative assessment (mark 1) – very desirable. It is recommended to add short description about each quality aspect: strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. It is possible to leave without mark a question, about which expert is not competent. This questionnaire can also be used as a plan for the evaluation report. The scale for the assessment: 4 (excellent), 3 (good), 2 (satisfactory), 1 (unsatisfactory). 

Expert’s name, surname: Ando Leps

Evaluated higher education institution and study programme: Academic Bachelor’s Study Programme “Law” of Riga Stradins University 

The date of site visit:  17. - 18.09.2009.

The assessment of study programmes

(6 main aspects and 14 questions)
I Aims and objectives

1. Possibility to understand, to reach and to control the aims and objectives by the study programme.
Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
II The content and organization of the studies.

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
2. Compliance with the aims and objectives defined by the study programme, with Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area, accepted by European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher Education (ENQA Standards and Guidelines),  with the requirements and recommendations of the European Union, and with the regulations of the Republic of Latvia.

Assessment: 3,5

Comment: ………
3. Consistency of the study programme and its parts with the demands to create the common European education space, including the comparison with at least two study programmes from EU countries. 

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
4. Qualification and professionality of the academic staff members. 

Assessment: 3,5

Comment: ………
III Assessment of teaching and learning.

Assessment: 3,5

Comment: ………
5. Modern methodology of teaching, a clear statement of results to be expected, problem solving, use of computers, internet, audiovisual and multi media equipment.

Assessment: 3

Comment: ………
6. Counselling and guidance for students, academic supervision and consultations of the teaching staff, increasing of the students' motivation to study. 

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
7. Methods to assess the knowledge, skills and attitudes, their objectivity use to improve the studies.

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
IV The management and support of the studies

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
8. Respect of the principles of democracy, clear definition of the relations among representatives of the administration, academic staff and students;

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
9. Cooperation with other higher education establishments, research institutions, international organizations; exchange of staff and students with other higher education establishments.

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
10. Methodological, informational and technical resources and facilities of the study programme. 

Assessment: 3

Comment: ………
V Research (creative) activities of the staff and the students

11. Involvement of the academic staff and the students in the research (creative) activities, up to date character and connection with the content of the study programme. 

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
VI Quality assessment and mechanisms to ensure it

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
12. Annual self-assessment of the study programme, evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses, changes, plans and possibilities for the development, continuously action of the system of self-evaluation and quality improvement. Compliance of the internal quality assurance system with ENQA Standards and Guidelines. 

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
13. Perspectives (potential possibilities) of successful work of graduates according to their qualification. 

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
14. Opportunities to continue studies, and financial guarantees in the case of closure of the programme, its re-organization and other changes.

Assessment: 4

Comment: ………
Tālava Jundža individuālais ziņojums par četrām īstenojamajām studiju programmām tiesību zinātnē Rīgas Stradiņa universitātes Juridiskajā fakultātē


Laikā no 2009. gada 17. – 18. septembrim ekspertu komisijas sastāvā apmeklēju Rīgas Stradiņa universitāti un tās Juridisko fakultāti, lai izvērtētu četras studiju programmas tiesību zinātnēs:

1. akadēmiskā studiju programma sociālo zinātņu bakalaura grāda iegūšanai tiesību zinātnē (iepriekšējā akreditācija uz diviem gadiem);

2. akadēmiskā studiju programma maģistra grāda iegūšanai tiesību zinātnē (pirmā akreditācija);

3. profesionālā maģistra studiju programma tiesību zinātnē jurista kvalifikācijas iegūšanai (iepriekš akreditēta uz diviem gadiem);

4. doktorantūras studiju programma tiesību zinātnē (jauna).

Pirms ekspertu vizītes universitātē mums bija iespēja iepazīties ar izsmeļošiem pašnovērtējuma ziņojumiem un tiem pievienotajiem dokumentiem katrā no minētajām programmām. Universitātē ekspertiem bija pieejami visi nepieciešamie papildus materiāli, kā arī lietišķas un profesionālas sarunas ar Juridiskās fakultātes dekānu Dr. iur. Andreju Vilku, docētājiem, studējošo pārstāvjiem, kā arī potenciālajiem darba devējiem. Vizītes laikā apskatījām auditorijas un citas telpas, kurās pašreiz turpinās vērienīgi remonti. Iepazināmies ar bibliotēku, tās fondiem un prezentāciju par e-studijām. Vizītes laikā apmeklēju arī lekciju starptautiskajās publiskajās tiesībās.

Ekspertu darbam līdzi sekoja novērotāji – Latvijas studentu apvienības deleģētais pārstāvis Jānis Ābele un potenciālo darba devēju pārstāvis no Valsts policijas Artis Velšs.


Katras programmas vērtējums un detalizētāka analīze izklāstīta novērtēšanas anketās, tāpēc šajā ziņojumā pievērsīšos tikai kopīgajām tendencēm un problēmām minēto četru studiju programmu īstenošanā. Arī secinājumi un priekšlikumi atrodami katras novērtēšanas anketas nobeigumā, tāpēc šeit izklāstīšu tikai vispārīgos secinājumus un priekšlikumus. 

I Programmu saturs un īstenošanas organizācija. Ņemot vērā, ka tiesību zinātnes programmas Rīgas Stradiņa universitātē ir samērā jaunas, tad man kā ekspertam, piedaloties arī iepriekšējās akreditācijās, jākonstatē zināms progress. Fakultātes vadība ir samērā rūpīgi analizējusi iepriekšējo akreditāciju trūkumus un pilnveidojusi programmas, kā arī tās īstenošanas dažādus aspektus atbilstoši ekspertu ieteikumiem. Visas programmas saturiski pilnībā atbilst Eiropas Savienības un Latvijas standartiem un praksei, turklāt fakultāte veiksmīgi izvēlējusies papildus kursus, nodrošinot specializācijas Eiropas Savienības un starptautiskajās tiesībās, kā arī medicīnas un sociālajās tiesībās. Tas ir izdarīts ļoti veiksmīgi, jo šīs abas tiesību specializācijas var nodrošināt ļoti bagātīgi, izmantojot universitātes citu fakultāšu resursus un pieredzi, īpaši Eiropas studiju fakultātes un Medicīnas fakultātes resursus, kas arī tiek darīts. Pozitīvi vērtējama arī socioloģijas programmas augsti kvalificētu speciālistu piesaistīšana tiesību zinātnes programmas īstenošanai. Protams, pastāv bažas, ka Latvijā jau ir ļoti daudz profesionālai sagatavotu juristu un tas tiek joprojām darīts vairāk nekā desmit dažādās citu augstskolu programmās. Tomēr šajā gadījumā jāņem vērā, ka visi visās programmās studējošie paši pilnībā sedz studiju izmaksas. Tas nozīmē, kamēr pastāv pieprasījums Rīgas Stradiņa universitāte var turpināt šo speciālistu sagatavošanu.

II Akadēmiskais personāls. Tiesību zinātnes programmās iesaistīto akadēmisko personālu lielā mērā veido atbilstoša profila citu fakultāšu un programmu speciālisti, kas vērtējams pozitīvi. Akreditējamo programmu īstenošanā iesaistīti seši tiesību zinātņu doktori, no kuriem vairāki ir ļoti augsta līmeņa speciālisti, sākot ar fakultātes dekānu Dr. iur. Andreju Vilku. Tomēr tiesību zinātņu doktoru skaits uz četrām īstenojamajām programmām varētu būt lielāks un universitātei pašai jāsagatavo jauni tiesību doktori vai jāpiesaista no citām augstskolām.

Kopš aizvadītās akreditācijas tiesību zinātņu jomā aktivizējies darbs zinātnisko konferenču rīkošanā un palielinājies docētāju publikāciju skaits. Šajā jomā tomēr darbs būtu jāturpina, jo ne visi docētāji ir pietiekami aktīvi pētnieciskajā darbā un tā rezultāta publiskošanā.

III Studenti. Nelielais studentu skaits katrā no programmām ļauj nodrošināt individuālu pieeju un labu, konstruktīvu darba atmosfēru fakultātē. Tikšanās ar studentiem ekspertus pārliecināja, ka viņi ir savas universitātes patrioti. Vārētu vēlēties, lai studenti, īpaši no akadēmiskajām programmām, daudz plašāk tiktu iesaistīti konferencēs un labāko pētījumu rezultāti tiktu regulāri publicēti. Būtu arī jātrupina un jāpaplašina studentu iesaistīšana starptautiskajā studentu apmaiņā, īpaši to, kuri specializējas starptautiskajās un Eiropas tiesībās.

IV Materiāltehniskais nodrošinājums. Kopumā materiāltehniskais nodrošinājums universitātē ir apmierinošs, turklāt tieši tagad turpinās plaši remontdarbi, pēc kuru pabeigšanas studiju apstākļi krietni uzlabosies. Fakultāte ir nodrošināta ar nepieciešamajiem tehniskajiem līdzekļiem. 


Lielākā problēma, kuru universitāte nerisina apmierinoši, ir bibliotēkas trūcīgie fondi tiesību jomā. Kopš aizvadītās akreditācijas šis fonds palielinājies tikai par pāris simtiem jaunu izdevumu tiesību nozarēs. Ar šādu trūcīgu bibliotēkas resursu ir apdraudēta akadēmisko programmu un doktorantūras sekmīga īstenošana. Bibliotēkā būtu jāpapildina arī elektronisko datu bāžu skaits un pieejamība studentiem.

Secinājumi un priekšlikumi:

1) kopumā visas četras akreditējamās programmas ir vajadzīgas un studētgribētāju skaits tajās to apliecina. Lai arī juristu pārprodukcija varētu radīt problēmas, tomēr kvalificēti speciālisti vienmēr spēs konkurēt un atrast vietu darba tirgū;

2) būtiski jāpapildina bibliotēkas resursi tiesību jomā un studentiem pieejamās elektroniskās datu bāzes;

3)  lai sekmīgi tālāk attīstītu doktorantūru, universitātei būtu jārūpējas par savas Promocijas padomes izveidošanu tiesību jomā;

4) ņemot vērā Policijas akadēmijas likvidēšanu un fakultātes akadēmisko potenciālu, varētu apspriest jaunas perspektīvas specializācijas ieviešanu tiesību zinātņu dažās programmās kriminoloģijā un policijas tiesībās, kā arī kriminoloģisko pētījumu centra izveidošanu;

5) kopumā pozitīvi vērtējot visas četras akreditējamās programmas un to īstenošanu, uzskatu par iespējamu tās akreditēt un nākamajiem sešiem gadiem.

Dr. habil.sc.pol., Dr. iur.

Tālavs Jundzis

Rīgā, 2009. gada 19. septembrī

ANKETA

NOVĒRTĒŠANAS KOMISIJAS EKSPERTIEM

studiju programmas novērtēšanai


Novērtēšanas komisijas eksperta individuālajam ziņojumam un Novērtēšanas komisijas kopējam ziņojumam ieteicams pievienot aizpildītu anketu. Par katru jautājumu un par katru no kvalitātes aspektiem (kuri satur vairāk par 1 jautājumu) ieteicams dot novērtējumu 4 ballu skalā un rakstisku komentāru, kurš ir visai vēlams, ja vērtējums ir zemāks par 4 un ļoti vēlams negatīva vērtējuma gadījumā. (Ar atzīmi ballēs norāda galvenokārt īstenošanas atbilstību izvirzītajiem mērķiem un uzdevumiem.) Ieteicams par katru kvalitātes aspektu kopumā sniegt īsu komentāru, aprakstot: atklātos pozitīvos faktorus, trūkumus, rekomendācijas un ieteikumus kvalitātes uzlabošanai, iespējamos draudus. Ja par kādu jautājumu vai kvalitātes aspektu eksperts nav kompetents, par to  vērtējums  nav jādod. Ieteicams ekspertu ziņojumus strukturēt atbilstoši anketas jautājumiem, īpašu uzmanību pievēršot rekomendācijām par attīstību. Novērtēšanas skala: 4(teicami), 3 (labi), 2 (apmierinoši), 1 (neapmierinoši). 

Eksperta vārds, uzvārds: Dr. habil. sc. pol., Dr. iur. Tālavs Jundzis

Novērtētās augstākās izglītības iestādes un tās studiju programmas nosaukums: Rīgas Stradiņa universitātes akadēmiskā studiju programma „Tiesību zinātne” sociālo zinātņu bakalaura grāda iegūšanai tiesību zinātnē

Eksperta ārējās novērtēšanas vizītes datums: 17.-18.09.2009

I Studiju programmas vērtēšanas kritēriji 

XI. (6 galvenie kvalitātes aspekti un 14 jautājumi)

I Mērķi un uzdevumi.

1. Studiju programmas mērķu, uzdevumu un studiju rezultātu skaidrība, sasniedzamība un pārbaudāmība. 

Novērtējums: 3

Komentārs: Programmai izvirzīts mērķis nodrošināt, lai studējošie apgūtu plašas teorētiskās zināšanas un pētnieciskā darba iemaņas. Tomēr akreditējamā programma pilnībā vēl nenodrošina šī mērķa sasniegšanu, īpaši attiecībā uz pētnieciskā darba iemaņām. Izvirzītais uzdevums sekmēt zināšanu iegūšanu medicīnas un sociālajās tiesībās netiek pietiekami efektīvi īstenots, taču šis virziens ir ļoti pamatots un perspektīvs.


II Studiju saturs un organizācija.

Novērtējums: 3

Komentārs: .........
2. Studiju satura atbilstība studiju programmas mērķiem un uzdevumiem,  Eiropas Augstākās izglītības ministru konferencē Bergenā, 2005. gada 19. – 20. maijā pieņemtajiem ENQA standartiem un vadlīnijām kvalitātes nodrošināšanai Eiropas Augstākās izglītības telpā, Eiropas Savienības prasībām un rekomendācijām, Latvijas Republikas normatīvajiem aktiem. 

Novērtējums: 3

Komentārs: Kopumā programma atbilst Latvijas un Eiropas Savienības standartiem un prasībām. Taču izmantojot ievērojamo universitātes potenciālu medicīnas jomā, varētu vēlēties, lai programmā daudz lielāka vērība tiktu pievērsta speciālistu sagatavošanai sociālo un medicīnas tiesību jomā, piedāvājot lielāku izvēles kursu skaitu šajā jomā un teoriju ciešāk saistot ar praksi.
3. Studiju programmas un tās atsevišķu daļu saskaņotība ar Latvijas un Eiropas kopējās izglītības telpas veidošanas prasībām, tai skaitā izmantojot salīdzinājumu ar vismaz 2 ES valstu studiju programmām. 

Novērtējums: 4

Komentārs: Laikā kopš pēdējās akreditācijas studiju programma ir pilnveidota atbilstoši ekspertu priekšlikumiem. Studiju programma salīdzināta ar Latvijas Universitātes Juridiskās fakultātes programmu, kā arī vairāku universitāšu programmām Igaunijā un Dānijā.
4. Akadēmiskā personāla kvalifikācija un profesionalitāte.

Novērtējums: 3

Komentārs: Ņemot vērā iepriekšējās akreditācijas komisijas ekspertu ieteikumu akadēmiskais personāls ir papildināts ar tiesību zinātņu doktoru Aldi Punduru, kuram pastāvīgā akadēmiskā darba vieta ir RSU. Pirms neilga laika pamatdarbā Rīgas Stradiņa universitātes Juridiskajā fakultātē pārnācis arī tiesību zinātņu doktors, profesors Osvalds Joksts. Augsti kvalificētu speciālistu piesaistīšana noteikti būtu jāturpina. Pašreizējie 6 tiesību zinātņu doktori ir augstas kvalifikācijas speciālisti, taču to skaitu būtu jāturpina papildināt.

III Mācīšana un zināšanu novērtēšana.

Novērtējums: 3

Komentārs: .........

5. Modernas mācīšanas metodes, studijās sagaidāmo rezultātu skaidrs izklāsts, problēmu risināšana, datoru, multimediju un interneta izmantošana.

Novērtējums: 2,5

Komentārs: Apmeklējot lekciju starptautiskajās publiskajās tiesībās ekspertu vizītes laikā, nācās secināt, ka šajā lekcijā netika izmantoti tehniskie palīglīdzekļi. Lekcija bija veidota pēc klasiskiem principiem, t.i. lektors sniedza informāciju auditorijai, kura to cītīgi pieraksta. Varētu vēlēties, lai studenti lekcijas tēmai būtu sagatavojušies jau mājās un tādā gadījumā lektoram būtu jārunā tikai par problēmjautājumiem, iesaistot diskusijā arī studentus.

6. Palīdzība studentiem, pasniedzēju konsultācijas, akadēmiskā vadība un  studēšanas motivācijas paaugstināšana. 

Novērtējums: 3

Komentārs: Tikšanās ar šīs programmas studentiem ekspertus pārliecināja, ka fakultātē ir nodrošinātas docētāju konsultācijas, tās ir iespējamas arī elektroniskās saziņas veidā. Akadēmiskā vadība ir nodrošināta referātu un bakalaura darbu izstrādāšanai, taču varētu vēlēties, lai studējošo labākie darbi tiktu daudz vairāk izraudzīti publicēšanai vai arī tiktu publiskoti konferencēs.

7. Zināšanu, prasmju un attieksmju novērtēšanas metožu objektivitāte un izmantošana studiju procesa pilnveidošanai. 

Novērtējums: 3

Komentārs: Zināšanu un prasmju novērtēšana fakultātē atbilst vispārpieņemtajiem standartiem Latvijā. Eksāmeni un ieskaites galvenokārt notiek rakstiskā veidā, to rezultāti pieejami arī elektroniskā veidā. Būtu vēlams, lai docētāji nodrošinātu, ka katru vērtējumu pavadītu arī attiecīgi komentāri, lai studējošie labāk saprastu pārbaudījuma rezultātu labās un vājās puses.
IV Studiju nodrošinājums un vadība.

Novērtējums: 3

Komentārs: .........

8. Demokrātijas principu ievērošana studiju programmas vadīšanā, skaidri noteiktas administrācijas pārstāvju, akadēmiskā personāla un studentu savstarpējās attiecības.

Novērtējums: 4

Komentārs: Tiekoties ar studentiem, administrācijas pārstāvjiem un akadēmisko personālu, radās pārliecība, ka šajā fakultātē valda laba, konstruktīva atmosfēra. Katrā ziņā studenti ir savas augstskolas patrioti.

9. Sadarbība ar citām izglītības iestādēm, zinātniskajām institūcijām, starptautiskām organizācijām, akadēmiskā personāla un studentu apmaiņas ar citām augstskolām.

Novērtējums: 3,5

Komentārs: Universitātes Juridiskajai fakultātei (agrākajam Tiesību institūtam) ir izveidota laba starptautiskā sadarbība, īpaši akadēmiskajam personālam. Noslēgti sadarbības līgumi ar Krievijas A. Hercrena universitāti, Lietuvas Tiesību universitāti (tagad Mikolas Romeris universitāti), kā arī starptautisko organizāciju „Altus”, Zviedrijas drošības un politiskās attīstības institūtu. Šī sadarbība arī reāli notiek un viens no apliecinājumiem ir starptautiskā konference Rīgas Stradiņa universitāte š.g. 16. septembrī. Tas, kam būtu jāpievērš daudz lielāka uzmanība, ir studentu iesaistīšana starptautiskajās apmaiņas programmās.

10. Studiju programmas metodiskais, informatīvais un materiāltehniskais nodrošinājums.

Novērtējums: 2

Komentārs: Kopš pēdējās akreditācijas fakultātē veikts samērā liels darbs metodiskā un informatīvā nodrošinājuma uzlabošanai. Pozitīvi vērtējamas izstrādātās un elektroniski pieejamās informatīvās datu bāzes konkrētos studiju kursos. Palielinājies tiesību literatūras daudzums universitātes bibliotēkā, kas nu jau pārsniedz 800 nosaukumu, tomēr tas ir nepietiekami.

V Personāla un studentu zinātniskās pētniecības (radošais) darbs.

11. Akadēmiskā personāla un studentu iesaistīšanās zinātniskās pētniecības (radošajā) darbā, zinātniskās pētniecības darbu tematikas aktualitāte un saistība ar studiju programmas saturu.

Novērtējums: 3

Komentārs: Studentu iesaistīšanās pētnieciskajā darbā galvenokārt izpaužas referātu rakstīšanā, bakalaura darba izstrādāšanā un aizstāvēšanā. Tie darbi, kurus mēs apskatījām, atbilst zinātnisko darbu prasībām un ir samērā labā kvalitātē. Akadēmiskais personāls ir krietni aktivizējis savu pētniecisko darbību un daudz regulārāk iesaistās starptautiskās un cita veida konferencēs, kā arī publicē sava pētījuma rezultātus. Varētu vēlēties, lai arī studējošo pētījumu labākie rezultāti biežāk tiktu publiskoti konferencēs un publikācijās, īpaši ņemot vērā, ka viņi studē akadēmiska tipa programmā.

VI Kvalitātes nodrošinājums un garantijas.

Novērtējums: .........

Komentārs: .........

12. Ikgadēja studiju programmas vājo un stipro pušu, izmaiņu, attīstības iespēju un plānu apspriešana, iekšējās pašnovērtēšanas un kvalitātes pilnveidošanas sistēmas nepārtraukta darbība. Iekšējās kvalitātes nodrošināšanas sistēmas atbilstība ENQA standartu un vadlīniju prasībām.

Novērtējums: 4

Komentārs: Pašnovērtējuma  ziņojums un sarunas ar docētājiem, kā arī fakultātes vadību pārliecina, ka pagājušajā akreditācijas laikā izteiktie ekspertu priekšlikumi ir rūpīgi apspriesti un veikti pasākumi situācijas uzlabošanai. Lai arī ne visu ir izdevies padarīt, tomēr tas bieži vien bijis atkarīgs no nepietiekama materiālo un citu resursu daudzuma.
13. Absolventu iespējas (nākotnes perspektīvas) veiksmīgi iekārtoties darbā apgūtajā specialitātē.

Novērtējums: 4

Komentārs: Ņemot vērā, ka šī ir akadēmiskā programma, lielākā daļa no absolventiem visticamāk turpinās studijas maģistrantūrā. 

14. Studiju turpināšanas iespējas un finansiālās garantijas studiju programmas likvidācijas, reorganizācijas vai citu izmaiņu gadījumā.

Novērtējums: 4

Komentārs: Rīgas Stradiņa universitātei noslēgts sadarbības līgums ar Baltijas Starptautisko akadēmiju. Visus studiju izdevumus pilnībā sedz paši studenti.

Secinājumi un priekšlikumi:

1. Būtu jāturpina darbs pie programmas pilnveidošanas, nodrošinot pilnvērtīgu specializāciju sociālajās un medicīnas tiesībās, ar ko universitāte varētu iegūt ievērību un piesaistīt arī ārvalstu studentus;

2. Jāturpina darbs pie akadēmiskā personāla kvalifikācijas celšanas un tiesību zinātņu doktoru skaita palielināšanas;

3. Plašāk zinātniski pētnieciskajā darbā iesaistāmi arī studējošie, izmantojot konferences un publikācijas labāko darbu publiskošanai;

4. Turpināt darbu pie bibliotēkas fondu papildināšanas, rodot šīm vajadzībām arī papildus finansiālos resursus;

5. Ņemot vērā, ka fakultātē paveikts vērā ņemams darbs iepriekšējā akreditācijā konstatēto trūkumu novēršanai vai mazināšanai, uzskatu par iespējamu šo programmu akreditēt uz nākamajiem 6 gadiem.

Dr. habil.sc. pol., Dr. iur.

Tālavs Jundzis

Rīgā, 2009. gada 18. septembrī

� Is it all? Are here any demands on the content and proportions in the program?


� But the way this module teaching is used should be explained more extensively


� Latvian regulation does not set any special demands for the qualification of the teaching staff.
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